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Behold ye D. Jai , and avonder and periſh. For I cart 
à Work in your Days, a Work which you ſhall in no 
wy. ee, eng a Man declare it unto you: 
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1. T* Kingdom of Gon,” ſaith our 22 


29 


Loxp, * is within you.” 


« World” ) and convinced of Sin by the Holy Ghoſt; 
through the preventing Grace which is given him freely, 


cometh weary and heavy laden, and cafteth all his "Fol 


upon him that is ce mighty to ſave.” He receiveth from 
aim, true living Faith. Being. uſtificd by Faith he hath 


Pence with GoD: He rjoices in Hepe of the Glory of Gop, 


and knows that Sin hath no more Dominion over him. And 


the Love of GoD is ſhed abroad in his Heart, producing 
all Age of Heart and of een, 


235 7 W, ork of Gov; in the Soul of Man i 75 h aferibed | 
in the following Treatiſe, as I have not ſeen it in any 
ether, either enticat or modern, in our own or any other 


A 2 5 | | Lau- 


I. is no out- 
ward, no di ant thing: * but a Well o, 
living Water” in the Soul, « ſpringing up 
Into ; everlaſting Life.” It is & Righteouſneſs and Peace 
and foy in 7 the Holy yOu” 2 {hs Ne and _— 


Pins 


2; T he general Minty wherein it pleaſes God to foe 
it up in the Heart is this. A Sinner, being drawn by the 

Lowe of the- Father, enlighten'd by the Son (ce the true 
« Light which lighteth every Man that cometh into the 


PREFACE. 


Language. 80 that 1 cannot but value it next to the Holy 
Scriptures, above any other Human Compoſition,. excepting 160 
only the Chriſtian Pattern, and the ſmall Remains of” 1 
8 Clemens Romanus, Polycarp and Ignatius. "TI 


4. Yet this great Fir want of Gov at fore Times 700 5 ; 
back from the glorious Liberty he had received into the 1 
* Spirit of Fear and Sin and Bondage: but why was it 1 
3 thus? Becauſe the Hand of the LoRx D was Sorten d? . 

No verihy: But becauſe he did not abide in CHRIST; be- 
cauſe he did not cleave to him with all his Heart; becawfi 
| he griev'd the Holy Spirit auhertavith he was al by 
Some, perhaps undi fear d, Unfaithfulneſs 3 who thereupon 
for a Seaſon departing from im, oe. pim Weak and like 7 
Another Man. 


| Hit it may be ſaid, 6 «The Goſpel Como; POR 1257 

| ce promiſe entire Freedom from Sin.” What do you mean 

* by the Word Sin ? Thoſe numberleſs Weakneſſes and Fol- 

| 7 ſometimes ( improperly ) term'd Sins of Infirmity! if | 

Jou mean only this, we ſhall not tut off theſe but with our 
Bodies. But if you mean, * It does not promiſe entire 

„ Freedom rom Sir, in its proper Scnſc,. or from comit- 
ing Sin :“ This is by no Means true, unlejs the Scrip- 5 

true be falſe: For thus it is auritten: Wheſoever is born 

„ God doth not commit Sin: (unleſs he loſe the Spi- 
rit of Adoption, if not finally, yet for a while, as did this. 
Child of Gop) * for his Seed remaineth in him, and he 
« cannot ſin, becauſe he is born of Gop.“ He cannot ſin 
fo long as e he keepeth him elf; for then © that wicked | 
& one e toucheth Pim l. 1 Jan 111. 9, 5. 18. | 
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8. 7. ? fo then hew- to Fake of that aber ar trtion, 1 

« That the Mercy of Gop to his Sons in CurIsT Jzesvs, 
« extends to all Infirmitzes, » Follies and Sins, multiplied 
« Relapſes not excepted.” We grant many of the Children 

of Gop find Mercy, . notwwithflanding multiplied Relapſes. 

But tho' it is poſſible a Man may be a Childof God, who 

Ax mot fully freed from Sins It dots not Follow that Freedom 
| "Op Sin ts impofuble ; ; or, that it is not ta be expetted oy 

oj 1 Ver it is s fr canis 40. 4 is 2 iÞt 1 ( a the Hol, Ghoſt | 
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PREFACE. 


as the common Privilege 4 all. And « Go will be mind. 
« full (O let us be 70 ) of his Covenant and Promiſe ; 


i | which he hath made to a thouſand Generations,” 


7. This Caution is neceſſary to be 1 that ye 
ws are weak be not offended. Neither be ye offended * 
avhen ye hear the Wiſdom of the World pronounce all this, 


TS more Fnthuſi aſm: 4 hard Word, avhich moſt of thoſe 050 
TH are fordeſt of it, no more under Rand than they do Arabick, 


Aſp, in the Spirit of Meekneſs, him <vho calls it ſo, * Is the 
« Kingdom of Gop ſet up in your Soul? Do you feel that 
Peace of Gop which paſjeth all Underſtanding ? De 
& you rejoice with Foy unſpeakable and full of Glory? Is 
& the Lowe of GoD ſhed abroad in 7 your Heart, by the Holy 


* <« Ghoſt wich dwelleth in ou? If not you are no Fadge 
„„ theſe Matters, You cannot diſcern the Things of the 


Spirit of Gov. They are Euthuſiaſin, Madneſs, Fon wa 
74 to you: For they are ſpiritually d: iſcerned. | 


N 42 fuch a one / but abi Mechneſs and Lowe ) 
cc Are you taught of Gop? ? Do you know that he abideth p 
* in you? Have you the Revelation of the Holy GH 
« (they are the Words of aur own Church ) inſpiring into 
6 you the true Meaning of Scripture?” If you have not, 
with all your human Science and wwordly Wiſdom, you 
know nothing yet as you ought to know. Whatever you 
are in other reſpects, 2+ to the Things of GoD, you are an 
unlearned and ignorant Man. And if you are unſtable too, 
you will wreft theſe as you do alſo the erben * 10 


your 6202 Def ructian. 


9. BY not then fur nk ye that wvait for Peace, ond 
Jer, aud Love, thro Faith in the Blood of JESUS, that: 
uch Judg 'S as 425 are continually ci yiug cut Enthy- 
frafm!" if you ſpear of the inward Operations of the Holy 
Ghoſt. And as to you who have already Peace with 
God, bro our LORD JesUs CHRisT, who nuw fect 
his Love fved abroad in your Hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt. 
which is given unto you; with ute} Sprrit the Spirit of 
(30D bearcth witneſs, that ye are the Sons of Gor; 1 
25 Jour Part to c e your Love tauard them in ail Low- 
| Unis | 


PREFACE. 
linefs and Meekneſs: ¶ For who is it that maketh thee to 
& fer ? Or what haſt thou, which thou haſt not recess. 
ed?) And to plead earneſtly for them at the Throne of 
Grace, that the Day-Star may appear in their Hearts 


alſo, and the Sun of Righteouſi 7 at length ariſe 19 8 
: , with Healing in vn Wings! 
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4 2 Account of bis Birth and Lije, 
wall Tc en Years T0 Age. 


” 4 R. Tran 5d Harizukron was born at 

15 N Duplin, in the Pariſh of Aberdolgy (of which 

4. his Father was ſometime Miniſter) on Dec. 
25. 1674. The three former Parts of the following 
1 3 were wrote by himſelf; the laſt is partly ex- 
tracted from his D and N taken from Eye 
and Far: witneſſes. | 


mY es >. The 


The LIFE of 


1 2. The common Occurrences of the Life of one 
. in all Reſpects ſo inconſiderable, are not worth re- 
| cording ; and if recorded, could be of little Uſe ei- 


] 
© ther to myſelf or others. But, if I can recount what "_* 
1 has paſt between Gov and my Soul, ſo as to diſcover 
| 
| 


; not only the Parts of this Work, the ſeveral Advances 
. it made, the Oppoſition made to it, and its Victory 
1 over the Oppoſition of the World, the Devil and my 
I” | own Heart; if I can repreſent this Work in its Order, 
iS it may be of great Uſe to my own Eſtabliſhment; and, 


ſhould it fall into the Hands of any other Chriſtian, it 
might not be unuſeful: For the Work of God in all i 18, 
as to the Subſtance, the ſame and uniform; and as Face 

anfwers to Face in a Glaſs, ſo does one Chriſtian s Ex- 


perience anſwer to another 815 AD both to the Word of 
Gov. 
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— 1 came into the World with a Nature wholly cor- 
rupted, and a Heart fully ſet in me to do Evil: And 
from the Morning. of my Days, though 1 was under the 

great Light of the Goſpel, and the Inſpection of pious 

Parents, and not yet corrupted by Cuſtom; yet thjge 
Imaginations of my Heart, and the whole Tenor of 1 
my Life were only Evil continually. = 


FD infant, in this Period of my Lite, 1 had b 
Advantages: My Parents were eminently religious; I 
continually heard the Sound of divine Truth in their 
Inſtructions, and had the Beauty of Holineſs ſet before 
my Eyes in their Example. They kept me from ill 
Company, and habituated me early to ſuch outward 
Duties as I was capable of. But this Care of my Father 
during his Life (which ended Oct. 1682.) and of my |. 
Mother after his Death, did not change, but only hide 
Nature. And, though I cannot remember all the Parti- 
culars, from the fourth or fifth Year of my Lite; yet 
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F : I do remember the general Bent of my Mind, which 5 
| I was even then wholly ſet againſt Gop: I aſomach. that 
bl When Ino, ſurvey the Decalogue, and review this Por- 
i tion 
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tion of my Time, notwithſtanding the great Diſtance, 


I ſtill diſtinctly remember, and could eaſily enumerate: 
many Inſtances of the Oppoſition of my Heart unto” 
every one of its Precepts. 


= «<5. For many Years it is true, the Sins of this Part 


of my Life were entirely out of my Thoughts. But 


when Gop began to convince me of Sin, even thoſe I 


had long ſince forgotten,. thoſe that were of an older 
Date than any Thing elſe I could remember, and not 
attended with any ſuch remarkable Circumſtances, as 
could be ſappoſed to make a deep Impreſſion on my” 
Memory, were brought on my Mind with unuſual Diſ- 
tinctneſs. Whence JI cannot but obſerve: 1. What 


| 3 exact Notice the Holy God takes of what Men pats: 
= over as pardonable Follies: 2. How juſt Reaſon we 


have to fear, that in the Strokes we feel in riper Years, 


> God is „ making us to poſteis the Iniquities of our 


« Youth: 3. What an exact Regitter,- Conſcience, 


> Gov's Deputy, keeps; how early it begins; how ac- 
* > curate it is (even when it ſeems to ſleep) and how it 
will juſtify his Severity againſt Sinners at the laſt Day. 
O how far up will it fetch its Accounts of thoſe Evil: 

which we mind nothing of! When Gop ſhall open our 


Eyes to diſcern thoſe Prints which he ſetteth upon the 


1 Heels of our Feet; when the Books /all be opened, and the 
Dead, ſmall and great, judged out of the Things that are 


written therein! 


6. When ] review this firſt Period of my Life, what 
Reaſon have. I to be aſhamed, and even confounded, 
to think I have ſpent ten Years of a ſhort Life, without 
almoſt a rational Thought, undoubtedly without any 


that was not ſinful. And this being Matter of undoubt- 


ed Experience, I have herein a ſtrong Confirmation of 
my Faith, as to the Guilt of Adam's Sin, and its Impu- 
tation to his Poſterity: For, 1. From a Child the Bent 
of my Soul was „ Enmity againſt Gop.” Nor was 
this the Effect of Cuſtom or Education. No; there 
was a {weet Conſpiracy of Precept, Diſcipline and Ex- 
ample, to carry me the contrary Way. Nor can 1 
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4 The LIFE of 


charge the Fault of this on my Conſlitution of Body, or 


any Thing that might in a natural Way proceed from 


my Parents. Vet was this Enmity ſo ſtrong as not to 


be ſuppreſt, much leſs ſubdued, by the utmoſt Care, 
and the beſt outward Means. This is undoubted Fact. 
2. To ſay, I was thus originally framed without Reſpect 


to any Sin chargeable on me, is a Poſition ſo fall of flat 
Contrariety to all the Notions I can entertain of Gop, 
to his Wiſdom, his Equity, and his Goodneſs, that I 
cannot think of it without Horror. 3. Penal then this 


Corruption muſt be, as Death and Diſeaſes are. And 
whereof can it be a Puniſhment, if not of Adam's Sin? 
While then theſe Things are ſo plain in Fact, and the 
Deduction ſo caſy from them, whatever ſubtle Argu- 
ments any ue againſt this great Truth, I have no Rea- 
on to be moved thereby. 


. Hence, lagly, I am taught what Eſtimate to 
make of thoſe good Inclinations with which fome ate 
ſaid to be born. Either they are the early Effects of 
preventing Grace; or, of Education, Cuſtom, occaſio- 
nal Reſtraints, and Freedom from 5 ion. A na- 
tural Temper may be eaſily influenced by {vine of theſe, 


and by the Conſtitution of the Body, to a Diſtaſte of 


taoje groker 8 Sins which make the moſt Noiſe in the 
World. Yet all this is but Sin under a Diſguiſe: And 


the Odds is not great. The one Sort of Sinners promiſe | 
good Fruit, but deceivez whereas the openly Profane 


forbid Expactation. And yet of this laſt Sort more 


receive the Goſpel than of the former. A certain Mun 
Had two Sus. And he came to the jirſt and ſaid, Son, 


ge work to Day itn my V. eee Hle anſwered, and ſaid, 
{ avill nat. But afterward he repentcd aud abeut. And 
he came to the Second, aud ſaid likewiſe: And he an- 


| fave red and fed, T go, Si; and went not. —Ferils ſay 


unto you, the Publicens aud the Harlots ge into the Kzng- 
15 of Gop before Jou, | 
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CHAP II, 


An Account 1 of the Tr next Years of. 
bis 9 


= 11 # 168 5, I went with my Mother into Hol. 
land, and being in ſome Danger while we were 

at ru, my Conſcience, till then aſleep, began to awak- 
en, and to be terrified with Apprehenſions of Death. 
But all this Concern was nothing more than natural 
Fear, and a ſelfiſh Deſire of Preſervation. I was unwill- 
ing to die, and afraid of Hell: It was not Sin, but the 


Conſequence of it I wanted to eſcape. The Glory of 


Gop 1 was not concerned for at all; and accordingly 


was the Event. I promiſed, that were I at Land, I 


would keep all his Commands. My Mother told me, 
It would not hold. But I was too ignorant of my 


own Heart to believe her: I multiplied Engage- 
ments, and doubted not but I ſhould perform them, 


But no ſooner was I fixed at Re?terdam, than I forgot 


all my Promiſes and Reſolutions. The unrenewed 
Heart being free from the Force put upon it, fell 


again into its old Courſe, Nay, I grew ſtill worſe: The 


Corruption, ſtopped for a while, now ran with greater 
Violence. Itis true, my Awe for my Mother, and the 


Power of Education, ill reſtrained me from open Sins: 
But to many ſecret Things I was ſtrongly inclined, and 


in many Inftances followed my Inclinations: Being A. 


ready and eaſy Prey to every Temptation, notwith- 


5 ſtanding all my Enga geinents. 


2. My Sins here had this griveous Antec they 

were committed againſt greater Light, and more of the 
Means of Grace, than J had ever before enjoyed. We 
had Sermons almoſt every Day, and were cateChized, 


every Saturday. My other took Care I ſhould attend 


Z moſt of theſe, and at the fame Time, private Duties, 
1 3 N praying 


1 — — — — 
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praying with me, and for me, and obliging : me to read 


the Scripture, and other uſeful Books. But fo far was 


all this from having its due Effect, that I was weary of 


it, and went on in Sin: T hough not without frequent 
Convictions, occaſioned ſometimes by the preaching of 
the Word, ſometimes by the Remains of my Education. 


Yet all theſe were only as the Starts of a ſleeping Man, 


_ diſturbed by ſome ſudden Noiſe: He ſtirs a little but 
ſoon ſinks down again, faſter aſleep than before. I 
eaſily freed myſelf from them, either by promiſing to 

Hear, or comply with them afterward, by withdrawing 
from the Means of Conviction, by extenuating my Sins 
or by turning my Eye, to ſomething I thought God 
in myſelf, though Gop knows I had little which had 

even the Appearance of it. At other Times I looked 


to the Tendency of theſe Convictions, viz. the engag- 
ing me to be Holy; and then I pored upon the Difficul- 
ties of that Courſe, till I had frighted myſelf from a 


Compliance with them. If all theſe Shifts failed, 1 
then betook myſelf to Diverſions, which ſoon choked | f 
| the Word, and all Convictions from. _. | 


. In e 1686, upon the earneſt Deſire of my 
Fa her s Siſter, married to the Provoſt of Perth, I was 
fent Home. While I ſtayed in this Family, I ſaw no- _ 
thing of Religion; and I eafily took the Liberty they 
gave, and made fair Advances toward rejecting the very 


Form of it. My Averſion to thoſe Sins, which through 


the Influence of Education 1 abortinated before, ſenſi- 
bly weakened. My Hate to Learning increaſed, which 
I looked on as a Burthen and a Drudgery, worſe than 
the baſeſt Employment. And many a ſinful Shift did 
I betake myſelf to, that I might get the Time ſhuffled 
over. In Spring my Mother came to me. I was then ſo 
rooted in Ill, that in {ſpite of natural Affection, I was 
grieved at her Return; and when I firſt heard her 


Voice, it damped me. I cared not to ſee her; nor was 


there any J Thing I diſliked more than her Converſation. 


I feared to be queſtioned as to what was paſt, or to be 


reſtrained from my ſinful Liberty. However, in the 
| Veginning « of Summer, ny. Mother took me with her 


again 
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again to Rorterdam, and put me to Er aſmus' s School. 


there. Here (though I ſtayed not long) the Method 


of Teaching took with me, ſo that I began to delight 

in Learning. But otherwiſe I was ſtill worſe and worſe, 
under all the Means Gop made uſe of to bring me to 
— 


CHAP. III. 
07 the Revival of his Conviclions, and 
their Effects till 169 EE: 


I the Beginning, of Autumn 1681, we returned 


Home, and fixed at Perth : Here I was immedi- 
ately ſent to School, and made more Progreſs in Learn- 
ing than beiorz, But, as to Religion, I continued as 
unconcerned about, "and. as averie from it as ever. 
However I behaved myſelf under my Mother's Eye, 
when I was with my Comrades I took my full Liberty ; 


and, notwithſtanding my greater Knowledge, ran with 


them into all the ame Follies and Extravagancies. And 


thus I continued till toward the Cloſe of King Fames's 
Reign; when the Fear of ſome ſudden Stroke from the 


Papiſis, of which there was every where a great Noiſe, 


revived my Concern about Religion.” Of this, being 


ſomewhat deeper than before, I ſhall endeavour to give 


a diſtinct Account. 


2. It was about this Time that Gop by the Preaching : 


of the Word, and by Catechizing in.publick and pri- 
vate, enlightened my Mind farther with the noti- 


; onal Knowledge of the Law, and of the Goſpel. And 


thus Sin was left without Excuſe, and Conſcience being 


armed with more Knowledge, its Checks were more 
frequent and ſharp, and not fo eaſily evaded. Some 
Touches of Sickneſs too riveted in me the Impreſſions 
of Frailty and Mortality, and the Lendency af each 


of thoſe numerous Diſeales, to which we are daily ex- 
Poſed. 


8 Te LIFE 


poſed. And hereby Iwas brought i into, 194 kept under 
continual — through Fear of Death. 


3. I was now caſt into the moſt grievous Diſquietude, 
having Sorrow in my Heart daily. I was in a dreadful © 
Strait betwixt Iwo; On the one Hand, my Fears gave 
an Edge to my Convictions of Sin. This made me at- 

tend more to the Word of Gop; the more attended to 
it, they increaſed the more; and I ſaw that there was 
no Way to be freed from them, but by being through- {6 
ly Religious. On the other Hand, If I ſhould engage 
in Religion in earneſt, I {aw the Hazard of ſuffering, 
perhaps, dying for it. And this I could not think of. 
Betwixt both I was dreadfully toſt, ſo that for ſome 
Nights Sleep went from my Eyes. There was often im- 
preſt on my Fancy, one holding a Dagger to my Breaſt, 

with, „Quit your Religion or die.” And that fo 

: ſtrongly, that I have almoſt fainted under it, being ſtill 
terribly unreſolved what to do. Sometimes I would let 

him give the fatal Stroke; but then my Spirits failed, | 
and my Heart ſunk within me. At other Times I re- 

| Tolved to quit my Religion, and take it again when the 

Danger was paſt. But neither could J find Reſt here. 
What, thought I, if he deſtroy me afterward, and fo 1 
looſe both Life and Religion? Or what if I die before- 
the Danger be paſt, and ſo have no Time to 1 t 
again? 3 . | | Fe 


| OY near a Year. few Weeks, nay, few D - ut 
and Nights, paſt over me without theſe Struggles. But 
after King James's Army was overthrown, on Fuly 27, 
1689, 1 ſoon grew as remiſs as before. All my re- 
maining Difficulty was to ſtile my Convictions, which 
I endeavoured partly by a more careful Attendance on - 
outward Duties; partly by promiſing to abſtain from 
thoſe Sins which moſt directly croſt my Light, and 
partly by reſolving to inquire. farther into the Will of = 
| Gov, and to comply with it her eafter. ” ' 


- But theſe Courſes afforded no lid Raped. 
The firſt Sin ns. Light, or Omiſſion of Duty, 
8 ſhook 


+4898 


* Mz. HALIBVR TON. 9 
aſs 15 ſhook all, and I was confounded at the Thoughts of 

2 appearing before Gop in ſuch a Righteouſneſs. In- 

# deed, I had ſome Eaſe when Trials were at a Di— 
„ X37 Kance; but it vaniſhed on their Approach. This was 
1 not Gold tried in the Fire; nor would it abide ſo 
- much as a near View of Danger; but at the very Ap- 
— 2 Pearance of a Storm, the ſandy Foundation fell away. 
) BE] 
. 6. The Efes of. my being thus exerci! ſed were: 
= I. I was brought to doubt of the Truths of Religion. 
— by Whenever I would have built on them in Time of Di- 
„ WF ſtreſs, a Suſpicion ſecretly haunted me; What if 
cs theſe Things are not ſo? Have 1 Certainty and 
e Evidence about them, anſwerable to the Weight 
Ec that is to be laid upon them?” Death, and the 
„ Z Trouble attending it, were certain Things: But I was 
>” # not ſo certain of "the Truths of Religion, Still when, 
1 under Apprehenfions of Death, I would have taken 
t. ee. therein, my Mind began to waver. Not that I 
5 | could give any Reaſon for it; but the Way of the 
— 165 een 1 as Dar kaeſs; they know not at what they flum- 


e Fe. 2. I found plainly hereby that I could never 


K-14 4 have Peace, till I came to another Sort of Certainty 
I about Religion. Death I ſaw was unavoidable, and 
e-. might be ſudden; nor could I baniſh the Thoughts of 
it it. Therefore J concluded, “ Unleſs I obtain ſuch a 
—_ + Conviation of Religion, and ſuch an Intereſt in it, 
as will make me look Death in the Face, not only 
Without Fear, but with Joy; good it were I had 
never been born.” But how or where this was to 
be obtained I was utterly uncertain. Here I lay in 
great Perpiexity, under the melancholy Senſe that I 
> had hitherto /þere my Money for that wuhich is not 
Bread, and my Labour for that awhich profiteth not. 3. | 
This Perplexity was ſomewhat eaſed one Day, while I | 
= was reading how Mr. Robert Bruce was in a Doubt, | 
even concerning the Being of Gop, who yet af: er- | 
9 wards came to the fulleſt Satisfati0n. I then felt aa 4 
ſecret Hope, That ſome Time, in one Way or | 
e. other, Gop might thus fatisfy me .” Here was the | 
K 7 
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Dawning of a Light, which though it was not ſfoom 
cleared up, yet was never wholly put out again. A 
Light, which though as yet it was far from ſatisfying, "Nh 
yet kept me from utter Deſpair, 3 


7. About this Time one Mr. Donalaſon, a Reverend 
old Clergyman, preached at Perth, and coming to- 
viſit my Mother, called for me, and aſked me amongſt 
other Queſtions, “If. I ſought a Bleſſing upon my - 
„ Learning?” I frankly anſwered, No. He replied,, 
with a ſevere Look, “ Sirrah, unſanctifed Learning 
« has done much Miſchief in the Church of Goo.” 
This Saying left ſo deep on Imprefiion an me ever af- 
ter, that whenever I was any Way ſtraitened, I ap- 
plied to Gop, by Prayer, for Help in my Learning, 
and Pardon for not ſeeking it before. Yet as to the © 
Main, I was Rill afar off from Gop, and an Enemy to 
him both in my Heart and Works. = 


nar, IH 
Of the Increaſe of his Convietions, from © 
Autumn 1690 244 May 16933. 


> Bay 


5 OR the better Advantage of my Education, 
II my Mother in 1690, removed with me to 
Edinburgh, I was now again put to School, and in 
| Nowemb. 1692, entered at the College. Here my =» 
Knowledge of the Law of Gop daily increaſed; and 
therewith my Knowledge of Sin. I ſaw more ant 
more, that He was diſpleaſed with. me for Sins which _ 
formerly I had not obſerved. The Impreſſions of my 
Mortality were likewiſe riveted in me by new Afflicti- 
ons, and I was more in Bondage through the growing 
Fear of Death. Again, the Scriptures being now daily 7 
preached, forced me to ſome Enquiry into my own |? 
Sincerity in Religion; and I was willing, provided I 
might ſave my Boſom-Idols, not only to hear, but zo 
ao many Things, | %%% 
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3. While I was under this Diſtreſs many a wretch- 
2 ed Shift did I betake myſelf to for Relief. When I 
read, or heard ſearching Things; if any Thing that 
was {aid ſeemed to make for me, I greedily catched 
hold of it. When I found ſomewhat required, that 
I neither did, nor could even reſolve to comply with; 
I thought to compound, and make amends ſome other 
way. Or elſe I queſtioned, whether God had requir- 
ed it or no? Whether he that taught ſo was not miſ- 
taken? And whether I night not be in a State of Salva- 
tion, without thoſe Maiks of it which he aſſigned. 
Again, many times, when I would not ſee, I quar- 
relled with Miniſters or Books for not ſpeaking plainly. 
Always 1 carefully ſought for the loweſt Marks, and 
the leaſt Degrees of Grace that were ſaving. For I 


= to Heaven, the very leaſt that would ſerve this Turn. 
„And when none of theſe Shifts availed, I reſolved in 
„ general, todo all that Gop commanded. But I ſoon 
_ retracted when he tried me in any Particulars that 


> were contrary to my Inclination. And when I ſaw I 
| _»- muſt do it, I begged a little Reſpite : With St. Auſtin, 
| l was content to be Holy, but not yet:“ Forgetting 
\ that a Delay is, in Gop's Account, a Refuſal; 
„ ſince all Commands require preſent Obedience. After 
= all Ways were tried I blamed my Education. I knew 
. Religion was a Change of Heart; but whether mine 
= had undergone this Charge was the Queſtion : Now, 
5 thought I, „if I had not been educated religiouſly, 
b but had changed all at once, it would have been 
; = © more ealily diſcernible” Thus was I entangled in 
muy own Ways, and even ſeeking Wiſdom, I found it not. 
ME oe ny 


deſigned but juſt ſo much Religion as would take me 


The LIFE of 


. Although I now ſeemed to have gone far; yet 1 


12 


Was indeed wholly wrong. For being convinced of the 
Neceſſity of Kighteouſneſs, but ignorant of CRISTT, 


1 fought it by the Works of the Lau. Therefore the car- 


nul Mind, which was Enmity againſt Gov, ill contin- Wl 


ued in me: And all my Struggles were only a toſſing to 
and fro, between Light and Love of Sin, wherein Sin 

was {till Conqueror; for my Boſom-Idols J could not 
part with, Beſides, the ſmall Religion I had, was 


not abiding; but role and tell with the above mention d 8 


Occaſions. 


. About this Time Clart $ Martyr ology came into 
my Hands. J loved Hiſtory and read it greedily. The 
Patience, Courage, and Joy of the Martyrs convinced 
me, that there was a Reality in Religion, beyond the 


Power of Nature. I was convinced likewiſe, that I 
was a Stranger to it, becauſe I could not think of ſuffer- MW 


ing. And withal 1 felt ſome faint Defires after it, ſo 
far at leaſt, as often to join in Baalam's With, Let Me 


ie the Death * the Rightcous, and let * laſt End be like 


„ 


6. At this Time likewiſe Gop WES from 
many Follies 1 was inclined to, by bodily Infirmity. 


He provided me too with Friends who were very tender 


of me. He fed me, though I knew him not. But 10 


tar was I from being thankful for theſe Mercies, that 


my proud Heart fretted at them. O what Reaſon have 


I to ſay, The LORD 7, gens even to the Evil and the Cu- 
thankjul! | 


La 
. 


£58 


2 * 


Myr. HALTIBUR TON. 13 


CHAP. v. 


4 Of the Straits he was in, and the Courſe he 


took for Relief, from May 1693, 1 
Auguſt 1696. 1 


XZ; THE Air of Edinburgh agreeing neither with 


my Mother nor me, in May 1693 ſhe removed 


to St. Anirews. And here I came under the Care of 
-Z Mr. Tayler, a wiſe Man, and one very careful of me. 
Thus, chafed as I was from Place to Place, Gop every 
where provided me with Friends. And now by the 
XZ ſearching Miniſtry of Mr. Forreſter, he began to give 
2X me ſome ſmall Diſcovery of the more ſpiritual Evils of 
my Soul. He open'd to me firſt the Pride of my Heart, 
and the Wickedneſs and Injuſtice of valuing myſelf upon 
X thoſe Deliverances from my own Weakneſs, which had 
been wholly wrought by his Strength. I likewiſe ſaw 
the Impiety of drawing near to him auith my Mouth, 
"2 <uhile my Heart was far from him: And indeed, of truſt- 
ing to any outward Performance, without the Life of 
all, Faith working by Love, No, 5 


2. This, added to what I was conſcious of before, 
frequently threw me into racking Perplexity ; when find- 
ing no Peace in any of my former Evaſions, I reſolv'd 


to enter into a ſolemn Covenant with Gop; And having 


wrote and ſubſcribed this, I believed all was right. 1 
found a ſort of preſent Peace; Amendment I thought 


ſufficient Atonement, and ſuch an Engagement I look'd 


on as Performance. I now likewiſe often found an unu- 
ſual Sweetneſs in hearing the Word, and ſometimes the 
moſt piercing Convictions: And theſe were indeed a 
Taſte of the good Word of Gop, and of the Powers of the 


World to come. 


8 But the merciful Gop would not let me reſt here: 
The Peace I found by making this Covenant, wa: ſoon 
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loſt by breaking it: At the ſame time my Heart ſmote 


me for my old Sins, by which J found former Ac- 


counts to be ſtill ſtanding againſt me, which fill'd me 
with Confuſion and Jealouſies of theſe Ways. I per- 
ceived too, ſomething of the Treachery of my En- 
gagements, and that my Heart had not been ſound 
therein, but had had ſecret Reſerves for ſome Sins, 
which were then given up in Word only. Gov alſo let 
looſe ſome of my Corruptions upon me ; Which as ſoon 
as his Reſtraint was taken of, were more violent than 


cver, and bore down before them all that I had ſet in 


their way. By theſe means he diſcovered to me the 


Fruitleſſneſs of my Covenant, and threw me afreſh unto | þ 3 
the utmoſt Confuſion: While the Evil I thought ſo ef- 4 
ſectually provided againit, again came upon me. 


4. Yet notwithſtanding I felt the Vanity of theſe 


Mays, I ſtill adhered to them; I again truſted my own 
Heart, and hoped to recover by renewing, the Peace 


J loſt by breaking my Covenant: I laid the Blame on 


ſome accidental Defet in my former Management, 
and thought, were That mended, all would be well. 


When I found ſomething wanting fill, I contrived to 
make it up with ſomething extraordinary of my own, 


with the Multiplication of Prayers, or of ſome outward 


Duty or other. But all theſe Refuges fail'd, and my 1 


 Tife was ſo thoroughly miſerable while I was purſuing 


them, that had not the infinite Mercy of Gop prevented, 
one of theſe Effects had ſurely followed. Either, 1. 


The Convictions I was under would have ceas'd, Gop 


giving over his ſtriving with me, and then having at- 


tain'd to a Form of Gedlineſs, 1 ſhould have reited 
therein and look'd no farther. Or, 2. If thoſe Con- 


victions had continued, and I had been left to my own 


Way, I ſhould have /ahour'd in the Fire all my Days, 
2 myſelf wwith Vanity, in a continual Viciſſitude BW 
of Reſolutions and Breaches, Security and Diſquietude WR 
Engagements and Sins, falſe Peace and racking Anxie- 

12 . * OX 5 | ** 0 
ty, by turns taking Place. Or, 3. When I had wea- 


ned myſelf in vain, J ſhould have utterly given up Re- 
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ligion, and gone over, if not to direct Atheiſm, at leaſt 

to open Prophaneneſs. Or, 4%, Being forced to ſeek 
"XZ ſhelter ſomewhere, and being ſo ſadly diſpappointed in 
all the Ways I tried, I had ſaid, This Ewil is of the 
"*® 1Ioep, why wait I ary longer? and ſo ſunk in final 


Deſpair. And in fact, I had ſome Experience of all 
theſe. Sometimes I fat down with the bare Form. 
Sometimes I wearied myſelf in running from one of 
theſe vain Courſes to another. At other Times, find- 
ing no Profit, I turned careleſs, and was on the Point 
of throwing off all Religion. And very often I was 
driven almoſt to Diſtraction, and ſtood on the very 


Brink of Deſpair, 


5. When I had been diſappointed again and again, 
J was in the utmoſt Perplexity to find where the Fault 
lay. I found this way of covenanting with G op men- 
tioned in Scripture, recommended by Miniſters, and 
approv'd by the Experience of all the People of Gop. 
I could not tax myſelf with Guile in doing it: I was 
reſolved to perform the Engagement I made. I made 


fit with much Concern and Solemnity, and for ſome 


Time kept it ſtrictly. But tho' I could not then ſee 
where the Failing was, I have ſince been enabled to 
ſee it clearly. 1. Being ignorant of the Righteouſneſs of 
Goo, I was ſtill efablifhing a Rightconſneſs of my c. 


And tho' in Words I renounced this, yet in Fai J 


ſought Righteouſneſs and Peace, not in the Lozp JE. 


sus, but in my own Covenants and Engagements, fo 


that I really put them in Cur1sT's room: And as to 
Forgiveneſs of Sins, my real Truſt was not in his 
Blood, but in the Evenneſs of my own Walk. There 
fore, I obtained not Righteouſneſs, becauſe I till ſounhe 


"7Y it, as it were by the Works of the Law. And it was 


evident I did ſo, by this plain Sign; whenever I was 
challenged for Sin, inſtead of Recourſe to theBlood of 
CHRIST, I ſtill ſought Peace only in renewing my 
Vows again ; the Conſent I gave to the Law, was not 
from the Reconcilement of my Heart to its Holineſs ; 


but merely from Fear. The Enmity againſt it conti- 


C2 nued; 


nized; nor would I have choſen it, had that Force been 
away. Farther, my Eye was not ſingle: Provided l 
was fafe, T had no Concern for the Glory of God. In 
a word, I engaged, before Gop had thoroughly en- 
gaged me. We may be in a fort willing, before ge 
hath made ns truly ſo. But the firſt real Kindneſs be: 
gins with Him; and we never love till his Kindneſs : 

draws us. Pear may indeed overpower us into ſome- 
thing like it, as it did me. I was willing to be ſaved 
from Hell: But not to be ſaved in Gop's Way, and 7 
in order to thoſe Ends he propoſes i in our Salvation. = 


6. This was cot ny only Trouble. I 57 en- 
gaged in Metaphyſicks and Natural Divinity; accuſ- 
tom'd to ſubtil Notions, and pleas'd with them; 
„hence, by the juſt Permiſſion of God, the Devil took 
Q=ca$on to caſt me into Doubts about the great Trutkks 
of Relig on, eſpecially the Being of a Gop. I not 
ly felt, as formerly, the Want of Evidence for it, 
but various Arguments were ſuggeſted againſt it. But 
thongh the Enmity of my Heart againſt Gop was ſtill 
ren yet he ſuffered me not to yield to them. There 
ernain'd fo much Evidence of his Being, in his Works 
of Creation and Providence, as made me recoil at the 
tcrrible Concluſion, aim'd at by thoſe Arguments. And 
being likewiſe affected with deep Apprehenſions of 
the Shortmets and Uncertainty of the preſent Life, 1! 
dreaded a Suppoſition that ſhook the Foundations of an; 
Hope of Relief, from che other Side of Time. 0 
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=D: In this mat dan Light RE akne a a8 1 
"op "my rs was from my own Reaſonings, ſo from | 
the fame I ſought my Relief. By theſe I hoped to 105 
obtain Eſtabliſhment in the Truth, and an Anſwer to 3 
all Objections againſt it. I therefore ſeriouſly ſet my- 


; elf to ſearch for ae Arguments: And I WR 
| found them, but found no Relief. The moſt forcible | 
ö of them indeed extorted Aſſent, by the Abſurdity of 
| the contrary Concluſion : But not giving me any ſatiſ- 
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wy 
PART I 
CH AP-L 
of the Progreſs of his Corviftions and 


Temptations, 


HAD now a Deſign to go abroad; but on the 
Advice of ſome Friends, I laid aſide that Deſign, 


j. 1 


and engaged as Chaplain to a F amily, Accordingly in 


Aug. 1696, I went to the Wemy/s. When I came hi- 
ther, a Stranger among Perſons of conſiderable Quality, 
I was in a great Strait, and cried to Gop for Help. 


And tho' it was my own, more than his Honour, I was 


concern'd for, yet he, who would not overlook even 


Ahab's Humiliation, did not fail to aſſiſt me, ſo far as 
to maintain the Reſpect due to the Station I was in. 


2. I had not been here long, when I was often en- 


gaged (and frequently, without Neceſſity) in Debates _ 
about the Divinity of the Scriptures, and the moſt im- 
portant Dactrines therein. 
Writings of Deiſts, that I might know the Strength of 
the Enemy. But I ſoon perceived, that theſe fooliſh 
Queſtions and Contentions were unprofitable and vain. 
For evil Men and Seducers will wax worſe and worſe, 
deceiving and being deceived. And to my ſad Experi- 
ence | found, That their Word doth eat as doth a Gan- 


This drew me to read the 


grene: So that HaPPY 1 1s he who Kops has f Ears againſt 


it! 


3. The reading theſe was of dangerous Conſequence 
to one who was not rooted and grounded in the Truth. 


I heir e I found ſtruck at the Foundations; 


they 


they were many, new, and ſet off to the beſt Aal 


natural Atheiſm, Darkneſs and Enmity of x my own Heart, 
blaſphemouſly to aſk concerning the great Truths of 
Religion, How can theſe Things be? To increaſe 

| theſe Doubts he imployed ſome who had all the Ad- 
vantages of Nature and Education, Perſons ſmooth, 
ſober, of generous Tempers, and good Underſtandings, 


own ſubtil Suggeſtions, + Hath Gop indeed ſaid ſo?” 
And ſometimes he threw in fiery Darts, to enflame and 


8 Being of Gop, as to his Providence, and as to the 


Particulars contain'd in it. Sometimes he ſuggeſted the 


as plain Blaſphemy: Some as contradictory to each 


remove Difficulties, which ſo many abler Men have 
„ ſunk under? By this I was brought into grievous _ 


from Books, and even from Prayer, but I found it not. 
Then I wiſhed for ſome extraordinary Revelation; and 
at lait Tay down with the Sluggard, folding "7 Hands, and 
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ba 


tage by the cunning Craftineſs of Men practiſed in De- 
ceit. Nor was I acquainted with that Vigilance and 
humble Sobriety that was neceſſary for my Defence 
againſt them. The Adverſary finding all Things thus pre- 
pared, ſet furiouſly upon me. He wrought up firſt the i 


1 ea ov BM en. $B 


to oppoſe the Truth with the moſt plauſible Appearan- 
ces of Argument and Reaſon. To all this he added his 


diſorder me; eſpecially, when I was alone, or moſt {e- 
riouſly employed 1 in Prayer or Meditation. To 

4. By all theſe Ways he aſſaulted me, bake as to the 
Truth both of his Revelation in general, and of many 


Want of ſufficient Evidence: At other times, that it was 
obſcure or hard. Yea, ſome Parts of it were accuſed 


other. The Great Myſtery of the Goſpel was particu- 
larly ſet upon and repreſented as Fooliſhneſs: And for 
fear of ſome or other of theſe Suggeſtions, it was even 

a Terror to me, to look into the Bible. | | 


F. Le ſubtle Enemy, = had ſo ofien peter 5 
tempted me to Pride, now preſs'd me to a baſtard Sort 
of Humility. How can ſuch an one as you expect to 


Perplexity. I ſought Relief from my own Reaſonings, 


eating 
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1 eating my own Fleſh. My own Reaſonings avail'd not 
F againſt him, ah efteems Iron as Straw, and Braſs as 


rotten Mood. All my Books overlook'd many of my 
Scruples, and did not fatisfy me as to the reſt. And 
as to extraordinary Expectations, Gop juſtly rejected 
them, ſeeing I would not hear Maſes and the Prophets. 
So that I had quite ſunk under the Weight of my 


Trouble, and been ſwallowed up of Sorrow and Deſ- 
pair, had it not been for ſome little Aſſiſtances which 

the Goodneſs of Gop gave me, ſometimes one Way, 

ZZ ſometimes another. When 1 was urged to reje the 
2 Scriptures, it was often ſeaſonably ſuggeſted, To whom 


all I go? Theſe are the Words of eternal Life. Gop 


af powerfully convinced me, and kept the Conviction 


ſtrong upon my Mind, That whenever I parted with 


Revelation, I muſt give up all Proſpe& of Certainty 
or Satisfaction about eternal Life. The boaſted De- 


monſtrations of a future Happineſs, built only on the 


Light of Nature, I had tried long ago, and found to 


be altogether weak and inconcluſive; tho' had they 


been even ſo concluſive, I had been not a whit the 
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© ncarer Satisfaction. For, to tell me of ſuch a State, 
without an Account of its Nature, or the Terms where- 
on it was attainable, was all one as if nothing had been 
& ſaid about it, and left my Mind in equal Confuſion. 


Again, on a due Obſervation of thoſe who were truly 
Religious, I could not but even then think them the 


better Part of Mankind; and my Soul ſtarted at charg- 
ing all the beſt of Mankind with a Lie in a Thing of 
= the greateſt Importance. On the other Hand, Gop 


open'd my Eyes to ſee the unaccountable Folly of 


thoſe who had abandon'd Reveal'd Religion. The 
HScripture tells them plainly, they muſt do his Will, 
if they would know whether the Doctrine be of Gop. 
& Put they walk in a direct Contradiction to his Will; 

| how then can they know of the Doctrine? Nay, 


ſome ſober, learned, and otherwiſe inquiſitive Perſons, 


| own'd, That we are already miſerable, if we are ei- 


ther cut off from the Hopes of, or left at Uncertainty 
about, a future State of Happineſs. - They own'd like-. 


wife themſelves to be thus uncertain, and yet were at 


little 
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little or no Pains to be ſatisfied; yea, I found they 
rather ſought for what might ſtrengthen their Doubts 
than remove them ; which plainly ſhewed a Hatred of 


the Light. | 


6. I received further Help from conſidering the 
Lives, but more eſpecially the Deaths of the Martyrs. 
When I conſidered the Number, the Quality, and all 
the Circumſtances of thoſe who had been Tortur d, not 


accepting Deliuerance, J could not but own the Finger 


of Gop, and the Reality of Religion. The known 
Inſtances of its Power over Children -in their tender 


Years, appeared likewiſe ef great Weight; and I be- 


gan to get frequent Touches of Conviction, whereby 
feeling the piercing Virtue of his Word, making mani- 


feſt the Secrets of my Heart, I was forced to own 
God to be in it of a Truth. Laſtly, I found a ſecret 


Hope begat and cheriſhed I know not how, ſometimes 


even amidſt the Violence of Temptations, that as Gop 


had delivered others from "Temptations like mine, 
(though J doubted, if ever any had been ſo much mo- 
leſted as I) ſo he would deliver me at length; that what 


I knew not now, I ſhould know hereafter; that my 
Mouth ſhould yet be filled with his Praiſe; and that 
Satan's Rage ſhewed his Time was but ſhort. 


7. Hereby I was enabled, not only to perſevere, 


and with more Earneſtneſs, both in publick and private 


Duties, but alſo carefully to conceal all my Straits from 
others, who might have ſtumbled at, or been harden'd 


by them. I was unwilling others ſhould know any 


Thing that might diſguſt them at Religion; Tell it not 
in Gath, %% the Daughters of the Uncircumciſed tri- 
umph. In converſe with ſuch as were ſhaken J ſtill 


food for the Truth, as if I had been under no Doubt 


about it. And I muſt own, that while I did fo, Gop 


often gave me both Succeſs with others, and Satisfacti- 
on in my own Mind. How good a Maſter is Gop! 
A Word ſpoken for him is not loſt: Nor will he ſuffer 
the leaſt Service to be in vain. A Heathen Cyrus, yea, 


Nebuchadnezzar himſelf, ſhall not work without his 


| Reward, | 38. Before 
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8. Before I crooked, I muſt obſerve the Folly of 
Reaſoning with Satan; whenever 1 did fo, he had ſtill 
A preat Advantage : He eaſily evaded all my Arguments, 
3 - nd enforced his own Suggeſtions; and even when they 
were not maintained by Argument, he injected them 
o ſtrongly, that I was not able to ſtand againſt them: 
Our ſafeſt Courſe is to hold him at a Diſtance, and 
i void all communing with him. I muſt obſerve like- 
wiſe, the wiſe Providence of Gop, that the greateſt 
*ZDiffculties againſt Religion are hid from Atheiſts. 
None of the Objection they make are near fo ſubtle 


* , * ba 
. 
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+ do not view Religion near enough, to tee either 


the Devil finding them quiet, keeps them ſo, not uſing 
1 Force, where he can do his Work without it. Beſides, 


Gop, in his infinite Wiſdom, permits, not all theſe 
N Subtleties of Hell to be publiſhed, in Tenderneſs to 

che Faith of the Weak, which could not bear ſo ſevere 

an Aſlault. | 5 By 
J 9. J lay under many Inconveniences all this while, 
” Mott of the Converſe J had was with unholy Men. I 


z 9 had no Friend to whom I could impart my Griefs, with 
vB reedom, or any Proſpect of Satisfaction. And the en- 


5 more, and drink up my Blood and Spirits. I laid aſide 
1 my Studies; I could not purſue either Buſineſs or Di- 
verſion; I had no Heart to any Thing; 1 could not 
read, unleſs now and then a ſmall Portion of Scripture, 
or ſome other practical Book (except when, for a 
For near a Year and a half I read ſcarce any Thin, 


tions, and made my Corruptions grow Kruger ſtill. 


10. vet even now, Gas minding his own Work, 


from 


as thoſe which were often ſuggeſted to me. Indeed 


the Difficulties, or the Advantages that attend it. And 


tire concealing my Concern made it faſten more and 


2 ſhort Space, there was an Intermiſſion of my Trouble. ö 


andi this ſiothiul Poſture laid me open to freſh T empta- | 


by the Means of his Word, brought the Law, in its 

ſpiritual Meaning, nearer; and then I found more 

uns the Stirring of Sin, which taking Occaſion 
D» 
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Light let into my Soul, wrought in me all Manner of 


Concupiſcence. Hereby 1 was plunged into deeper 
.Guilt; My Iniguities cent over my Head; and my Con- 
ſcience was fo alarmed, that I found no Reft in my Bone: 


by Reaſon of my Sin. 


11. I ſtill laboured for Reſt, either by extenuating 

my Faults, pleading the Strength of Temptation, (ſfome- | 

times not without ſecret Reflections upon Gop) or by 
trying to perſuade myſelf they were no Faults at all. 


When all theſe fail'd, I made new Vows and Reſolu- 


tions; and Nov. 23, 1697. (a Day I had ſet apart for 3 
Faſting and Prayer) I drew up a ſhort Account of my | 


treacherous Dealing with Gop from my Youth up, and 


ſolemnly bound myſelf to him for the Time to come. 


12. But tho' by this Means I was kept from open 


Pollutions; tho' I was careful of outward Duties; re- 


ceived the Word with joy; watched againſt Pride of 
Heart, Unbelief, and other ſpiritual Evils; though 


I faſted, prayed, mourned, and was much in ſecret ; 
yea, ſtrove againſt all Sins, even thoſe I loved beſt; 


yet all this was only a Form of Religion, the Power 
of which I was ſtill a Stranger to. I was a Stranger 


to that bleſſed Relief of Sinners, the Imputation of 
the Righteouſneſs of CHRIS H: Though I profeſied to 


believe it, I was really in the Dark, as to its glorious 
Efficacy, Tendency and Deſign. Still my Eye was 
not ſingle; I regarded only myſelf, and not the Glory 
of Go b. It was ſtill by ſome Righteouſneſs of my own, 


in whole or in part, that I ſought Relief. Though I 


did part with my beloved Sins, yet it was neither with- 


out Reluctance, nor without ſome ſecret Reſerve. Laſt- 


ly, My Heart was utterly averſe from all ſpiritual Reli- 


gion: And if I ſometimes aim'd at fixing my Mind on 
heavenly Things ; yet it was ſoon weary of this forci- 
ble Bent, and it ſeemed intolerable to think of being 


always ſpiritual. 


from the Commandment, and being fretted at the | 
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r3. I waz now reduced to the laſt Extremity, My 


3 Zins were ſet in Order before me, and had taken ſuch. 
hold upon me, that I was not able to look up. They 


were ſet ia Order in the Dreadfulneſs of their Nature 
and Agoravations ; my Excuſes baffled, and my Mouth 


fopped before Gop. All the Ways I had taken for my 


Relief had deceived me; they were the Staff of a broken 
Reed; they pierced my Arm when I eſſayed to lean 
upon them; and I ac aſbrmed, and even confounded, 
that I had hoped. The Wrath of Gov was likewiſe 
dropped into mySoul, and thcPoijor of his Arrows drunk. 
#þ my Spirits. Add to this, that I was {till unſatisfied 


about Religion, and my Enemies often told me, that 


even in Gop there was no Succour for me. Yea, fome- 
times Satan, to entangle me the more, aſſaulted all the 
Truths of Religion at once; and then I was utterly 
confounded, when the LoR D commanded that my E- 
nemies ſhould cloſe me in on every Side. ; 


14. By the Extremity of this Anguiſh, I was for 
ſome Time, about the End of ninety-ſeven, and the 
Beginning of ninety-eight, dreadfully caſt down. I 
was weary of my Life. Oft did I uſe od's Words, 
I loathe it, I would not live alway, And yet I was afraid 
to die. I had no Reſt; My Sore ran in the Day, and 
in the Nizht-time it wok not, At Night I wiſh'd for 


Day, and in the Day I wiſh'd for Night. I ſaid, My 


Couch ſhall comfort me; but then Darkneſs wwas as the 
Shadow of Death, I was often on the Brink of Deſ- 
pair. He filled me with Bitterneſs, he made me drunk 
evith Wormwood. He removed my Soul far from Peace: 

1 firgat Proſperity. 1 ſaid my Hope and my Strength are 
prriſbed from the Lok D. I wonder'd that I was not 
conſum'd; and tho? I dreaded Deſtruction from the 
Almighty, yer I muſt have juſtified him if he had deſ- 
troyed me. Thus I walked about dejeted, weary and 
heavy laden ; weary of my Diſeaſe, and weary of my 


vam Remedies ; and utterly uncertain what to do next, 
or What Courſe to take. 
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07 his Deliverance from theſe Tompto 


lions. 


T was in this Extremity Goo ſtepp'd in; he 
found me wallowing in my Blood, in a helpleſs 
and hopeleſs Condition. I was quite overcome, nei- 


ther able to fight nor fly, when the Lord paſs'd by 
me, and made this Time a Time of Love. Towards 


the Beginning of February 1698. this ſeaſonable Re- 
lief came. I was then, as I remember, at ſecret Prayer, 
when he diſcover'd Himſelf to me, when he let me ſee, 
that there are Fergiweneſſes bit him, and Mercy, and 
#c rteous Redemption. He made all his Goodneſs to paſs, 


ond be proclaimed his Name, the Loxb, the LoRD Gov, | 


Pr ciful and gracicus, long ſuffering, and abundant in 
Coodmurſs and Truth, keeping Mercy for T houſands, för- 
giving Iniguity, Tranſereſflion and Sin; who will be Gra- 
cious to <vhem he will be Gracious, and will ſhew Mercy 
to whim he avill fbew Mercy. This was a ſtrange Sight 
to one who before looked on God only as a conſuming 


Fire, which I could not ſee and live. He brought me - 
from Sinai, and its Thunderings, to Mount Son, and 
to the Blood which ſpeaketh better Things than that of 


Abel. I now with wonder beheld Cur1sT in his Glory, 


full of Grace and Truth. I ſaw that He, who had be- 

fore rejected all my Offerings, was well pleaſed in the 

Beloved, being fully ſatisfied, not only that there is“ 

| Forgiveneſs of Sins, through the Redemption which 

is in JEsus; but alſo, that Gop by this Means might 
be J in juſlifjing even the Ungoaly that believe in him. 
How was I raviſhed with Delight, to ſee that ſuch 
Mercy might conſiſt even with his inflexible Juſtice and 
ſpotleſs Purity? And yet more, when he let me ſee, 
that to me, even to me, was the Word of this Salva- 


tion ſent ; that even I was invited to comes and take the 
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Water of Life freely! Farther, he diſcovered to me his 


Deſign in the Whole, even that no Fleſh might glory du 


his Sight ; that he might manifeſt the Riches of his 
Grace, end be exalted in ſhrwing Mercy. And when 
this ſtrange Diſcovery was made, of a Relief which 


made full Proviſion both for Gop's Glory and my 
Salvation, my Soul was ſweetly carried out to reſt in 


it, as worthy of Gop, and every way ſuited to my 
Necemty7xyßf | „ 


5 All theſe Diſcoveries were conveyed to me by 
his Word; not indeed by one particular Paſſage, but 
by the concurring Light of many of its Teſtimonies 


and Promiſes, ſeaſonably ſet home, and plainly expreſ- 
ſing theſe Truths: Thus I found it to be the Power of 


Gop unto Salvation. But neither was it his Word 
alone; for the ſame Paſſages J had read before, and 
thought upon, without any Relief; but now the Lorp 
ſhined into my Mind by them. Before this I knew ) 
the Letter only, but now the Words were. Spirit and 
Life; a burning Light by them ſhone into my Mind, 
and gave me not merely ſome notional Knowledge, 
but an experimental Knowledge of the Glory of God in 


the Face of Jesus Curisr. And vaſtly different this 


was from all the Notions I had before had of the ſame 
Truths. It ſhone from Heaven; it was not a Spark 
kindled by my own Endeavours, but it ſhone ſuddenly 
about me: it came by a heavenly Means, the Word; 
it open'd Heaven, and diſcover'd heavenly Things; 
and its whole 'Vendency was Heavenward. It was a 
true Light, giving true Manifeſtations of the One 


Gov, and the One Mediator between Gov and Man, 


and a true View of my State with reſpect to God, not 
according to my fooliſn imaginations. It was a diſ- 


D 


tinct and clear Light, not only repreſenting ſpiritual 


Things, bat manifelling them in their Glory, and in 


their comely Order. It ſet all Things in their due 
Line of Subordination to Gov, and pave diſtinct 
Views of their genuine Tendency. It was a ſatisfy- 
ing Light; the Soul abſolutely reſted upon the Diſco- 
veries it made : It was aſſured of them: it. could not 
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doubt if it ſaw, or if the Things were ſo as it repre- 
ſented them. It was a quickening, refreſhing, heal- 
ing Light. It aroſe with Healing in its Wings. It 
was a powerful Light ; it diflipated that thick Dark- 
neſs which overſpread my Mind, and made all thoſe 


frightful Temptations, that before tormented me, in- 
ſtantly flee before it. Laſtly, It was a compoſing 


Light; it did not, like a Flaſh of Lightning, fill the 
Soul with Fear and Amazement ; but it quieted my 


my Mind, and gave me the full and free Uſe of all | 
my Faculties. I need not give a larger Account of 
this Light, for no Words can give a Notion of Light 


to the Blind; and he that has Eyes, (at leaſt, while 
he ſecs it) will need no Words to deſcribe it. Proceed 


we, then, to its Fruits, whereby the Difference of it 


from all my former Light will moſt evidently appear. 


The firſt Effect of it was an Approbation of 
_ Govp's Way of ſaving Sinners by JESUS CHRIST; as a 


Way of Relief in all Reſpects ſuitable to the Needs of 


a poor, guilty, felf condemned, ſelf-deſtroyed Sinner, 
who is at length beat from all other Reliefs, and hath _ 
his Mouth entirely topped before Gov. In this 1 
reſted as a Way full of Peace and Comfort, and pro- 
viding abundantly for all thoſe Ends I deſired to have 
ſecured. And this Approbation diſcovered itſelf ever 


after in all Temptations, by keeping up in me a ſet- 


tled Perſuaſion, that Gad hath given to us eternal Life, 
and this Life is only in his Son. And, when afterwards 
I was under Temptations, it ſtill kept me firm in an 
_ abſolute Determination utterly to reject all other Ways 
of Relief, whether I found preſent Comfort in this, 
or no. This was alſo my only Sanctuary againſt 
Guilt; Let me be found in Him, not having mine own 
Righteouſneſs. And, whenever God gave me a freſh 
Beam of this Light, all Difficulties vaniſh'd away; 
then I rejoic'd in CHRIST JESsUs, and nothing was 
able to diſturb me while it laſted ; and ever after I was 
then only pleaſed, when I found my Soul, in ſome | 


Meaſure, moulded into a Compliance with the Deſign 


of the Goſpel, emptied of myſelf, ſubjected to Gop, 
4. 4 


and careful to have Him alone exalted. 
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4. A ſecond Effect of this Diſcovery was, my Eye 
began to be ſingle, looking, in all Things, to the 
Glory of Gop : I now deſired that He alone, (which, 
before, I had no real Concern for) might be glorified 


in my Life, or by my Death. I ſaw that Shame and 


Confuſion belong'd to me, and to Him only the whole 
Glory of my Salvation. I watched over the moſt ſe- 
cret Actings of 86%, labouring to renounce it utterly, 


looking on it as my grand Enemy, on which I was al- 
Ways to have an Eye, and counting the Power it ſtill 


had my greateſt Affliction. I never found Comfort 
but when this Idol was diſcernibly abaſed; and when- 
ever this Light ſhone, in Proportion to its Clearneſs 
and Continuance, the Intereſt of Se was weaken'd 
in my Soul, and I fought not N but CHRIST 
Jesvs. 


© A bd Rabat of -chis Light wins ed rafienl an. 


his Commandments, which I now ſaw were rot grie- 
vous, but right concerning all Things, I own'd his 


' Yoke to be eaſy, and his Burden light. Amidſt all 
Temptations, 1 knew the Law was holy, juſt and 


good. I perceiv'd too, that it was exceeding broad, 


extending even to the lighteſt Motion of the Heart. 
The Duties I was molt averſe from before were now 


eaſy, pleaſant and refreſhing. I ſaw a peculiar Beauty 


in thoſe Laws in particular that croſs'd the Sins which 
had the firmeſt Rooting in my Temper. None were 
| fo hateful to me; for none did | loathe myſelf ſo 

much; none was I fo glad of a Vidory over, My 
Mind was continually engaged in Contrivances for 
their Ruin, which, formerly, 1 ſtill ſonght to ſpare. 
And would Gop have given me my Choice, to have 
the Laws againſt them blotted out, He knows I ſhould = 
not have choſe it, and that 1 ſh ould have thought his 


| Lav leſs pleaſant and leſs perſcct, had theſe Prohibi- 


tions been wanting. TI took Pleaſure in others only ſo 
far as there appeared in them any Thing of an hum 
ble, ſelf-denying Conformity to his Law, and had a 
 fix*d Diſlike of the leaſt Inconformity thereto, either 
in mylelt or others, In a Word, I ſaw, that if I 
EI | I could | 
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cdl reach Holineſs 1 ſhould have Pleaſure, ad 
Peace, and Liberty; that all Wiſdom's Ways were 
Ways of Pleaſantneſs ; nor was any Thing inſupport- 
able to me, but that remaining unſubdued Corruption 
that would not ſtoop to put i its Neck under her Yoke. 


6. A fourth Effect of it was, a right Sorrow for 
Sin, flowing from a deep Senſe of my Ingratitude, to 
provoke ſuch a Gop, who had prevented, and ſtill 
tollowed me with ſo much Mercy. And this Sorrow 
filled my Heart with Love to Gop and his Way, 

ſweeten'd my Soul, and endear'd Gop to it. And 
the more Gop manifeted his Kindneſs, the more it 
increas'd; when He was pacified, I was aſhamed and 
confounded ; nor was it a burdenſome, but a ſweet and 
pleaſant Sorrow, as being the Exerciſe of filial Grati- 
tude. This Senſe of my Unkindneſs, when kept 
within, covered me with Bluſhes; and I was eafed, 
when Gop allowed me to vent my Senſe of it, and to 
pour it, as it were, into his Boſom. It was likewiſe 
a Spring of Activity in the Way of Duty; 1 was glad 
to be employ'd in the meaneſt Work, which might ſhew 
how deeply ſenſible I was of my former Diſobedience. 
It was not, as my late Sorrow, pregnant with Pride, 
Stiffneſs, and Unwillingneſs to ſuffer any Chaſtiſe- 
ment; but it humbled, ſoften'd the Soul, and made it 
willing to bear he Indignation of the Tod fince I had 

finn d againſt him. In a Word, I was glad when Gop 
gave me any Meaſure of it, and griev'd when J found 
it wanting, and I cried to the Prince exalted for it, as 
a neceſſary Help to the obeying his whole Law. 


7. A fifth Effect of this Light, was 5 comfortable 
Hope of Salvation, riſing in Strength, or growing 
more weak, as the Diſcoveries of the Way of Salva- 
tion were, more or leſs, clear and ſtrong. I knew I 
could not fail of Salvation, otherwiſe than by miſſing 
this Way. Sometimes I doubted of myſelf, but not 
of the Way; fo far as I walked in it, 1 was iw eetly 


ſiatisfied that my Expectation ſhould not be cut off. 


j 
| 


And as this Light ſnewed Salvation 4 in a Way of Self- 
denial, 
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= denial; and Truſt only in the Lox p, nothing ſo ſhook 

d this Hope, as the leaſt Appearance of Self, or ſtirring | 

e of Pride. As this Sight of the Glory of the LORD 

- | always filled me with Shame, fo the deeper my Hu- 

n |! miliation, the ſtronger was my Confidence, And ſo 

far was this Aſſurance from begetting Negligence, that 
it could not confift with it. To intermit, or neglect, 

r | Duty, razed the Foundation, or, at leaſt, laid an in- 

: Z ſurmountable 8 in the Way of its Progreſs. 

IS. Many other Effects there were, too long to repeat 

„ at large. I ſelt a new, and formerly unknown, Love 

1 to all who ſeemed to have any Thing of the Image of 

E _ Gov, though known only by Report; and this eviden- 

ced itſelf in Prayer for them, and Sympathy with them } 

in their Afflictions. Again, I found my Care of all | 

Gop's Concerns enlarged, and I defired more and bi 

more, that he might be exalted upon Earth. I was f 

| grieved at any Loſs his Intereſt ſuſtained, and zealous i] 

for his Glory. To conclude, I found this Light 1 

FF ſweetly drawing me to a willing, chearful Endeavour 9 
after Holineſs in all manner of Converſation. Thus 


5 were all Things, in ſome Meaſure, become new; and 
I, who a little before, with the Goaler, had fallen 
5 down trembling, was now raiſed, and ſet down to feaſt. 
: with the Diſciples of the Lox, rejoicing and believ- 
ing. | . | 
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PART III. 
CHAP I 


of the Plaſure of this State; the Mi 
tales attending it, and the Way of their 


Diſcovery. 


HIS glorious Diſcovery was very ſurprizing: 
Oft I ſtood and. wonder'd what this ſtrange 
Sight meant. The Greatneſs of the Things Gov hath 
done ſurpaſs'd Belief; and yet the Effects would not 
ſuffer me to doubt of them. Not that I diſtinctly ob- 
ſerved them at the very firſt ; the Glory of the Loxp 
Was then ſo great, that for a Time I fixed my Eyes on 
that, and was leſs intent on the Change which it 
_ wrought in me. Again, I was the leſs exact in ob- 
ſerving them then, becauſe of the Darkneſs ſtill re- 
maining in me. I clearly ſaw the Myſtery of free 
_ Juſtification through Caxr1sT, and Peace by his Blood; 
but I was ſtill ſadly ignorant of many of the moſt in- 
portant Things relating even to that Myſtery ; as the 
daily Application of that Atonement, and the Uſe of 
 Cur1sT with reſpe& to Sanctifcation. What there- 


fore God did at this Time I knew not now, but kere- 
alter, when the Comforter had further inſtructed me 


in the Goſpel, as my Exigencies required; then, at 
length, I ſaw diſtinctly the Work of God, and what 


he had done for me. 


| 2. This Diſcovery —_ not © but be full of raviſhing 
| Sweetneſs, conſidering the State wherein it found me. 
I was condemned by Gop and my own Conſcience, 
85 and 
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and under preſſing Fears of a preſent Execution of the 

Sentence. When the Labours of the Day required that 
1 ſhould ſleep, and my Body waſted with the Diſquiet 
of my Mind, yet I was afraid to cloſe my Eyes, leſt I 
ſhould wake in Hell, and durft not ſuffer myſelf to 
ſleep, till I was beguiled into it I knew not how. Was 
it {trange, That the Hopes of Pardon were ſweet to 
one in ſuch a Condition, whereby I laid down in Safety 
and quiet Reſt, while there was none to make me 
” afraid? A little before the Maters compaſſed me about, 
' even to the Soul; yhe Deip cloſed me round about, I went 
dogun to the Bottoms of the Mountains, and ſaid, I am 
caſt out of God's Sight. Now, was it any Wonder 
that ſuch an one ſhould rejoice, when brought into a 
Garden of Delights, and ſet down under the refreſhing 
Rays of the Sun of Righteouſneſs? And the Things 


! he diſcovered to me here were not only altogether new, 


and ſuch as I was utterly unacquainted with before; 
but alſo glorious in themſelves. It was the Glory of 
the Lob that ſhone round about me; and I ſaw fuch 
Things as Eye hath not ſeen, beſide Thee, O God. In 
a word, what I ſaw was (what the Angels deſire to 
look into) the Myſtery of Godlineſs, the Wonders of 
God's Law, and the ur/earchable Riches of his Mercy, 


3. This Diſcovery was of longer Continuance, and 
far brighter than any I have had ſince: It ſhone in its 
Glory for ten Days; nor was it quite gone for a long 
Time after; and while it laſted new Diſcoveries were 
daily made. Gop carried me from one Thing to ano- 
ther, and in this ſhort Space taught me more than I 
had learned by all my Study in my whole Life, Yea; 
he taught me the Things I had learn'd before, in ano- 
ther, and quite different Manner, Every Day he in- 
ſtructed me out of the Scriptures, talking and walking 
with me by the Way, and opening them to me, which 
before were as a ſealed Book, wherein whatever I read 
was dark. Indeed all this Time my Mind was almoſt 
Wholly taken up about ſpiritual Things; and whatever 
occurr'd in Reading, Meditation, Converſe, or daily 


Obſervation, it (like a Mold) caſt into its own Shape, 


36 The LIFE of 


All this while I was cartied out to extraordinary Dili- 
gence in Duty. It was not, as formerly, a Burden ; . 


but my Heart was enlarged, ſo that I ran in the Ways' 


of Gop's Ordinances and Commandments. And herein 
my Soul often made me like the Chariots off Aminadab, 


not eaſily to be ſtopped; ſometimes to the Diſguit of 


thoſe who did not taſte the ſame raviſhins Sweeineſs 


O 


which I enjoy'd. But the Life of all was, that God, 
by keeping his Glory continually in my Eye, kept me 


humble and ſelf denied all this while: Seeing Him, I 
loathed myſelf. Beholding his Glory I was = my own 


E es as 4 Graſhopper, as nothing, liſe than nothing, and 
"anity. T gloried only in the LoRD, 7 rejeiced in CHRIST 


Jesus, and had no Confidence in the 12 | 


Ss Gop had many gracious Deſigns i in this. I was 
ſore broken and wounded, and he did this in Tender- 
neſs; he bound up my Wounds, he poured in Oil, he 
"made me a Bed in my Sickneſs. He watched me, and 
kept me from Diſturbance, till I was ſomewhat ſtrength- 


ened. I had been plunged into grievous and hard 
Thoughts of him, as if he had forgotten to be gracious. 
Nor was I eaſily induced to believe good Tidings; yea, 


though it was told me, I could not believe, till I had 
a clear Sight of the Waggons and Proviſions, and then 
my Spirit revived. Gop, in deep Condeſcenſion, ſatisfied 
me that he was real, and had no Pleaſure in my Death; 

and that the Wound was not incurable, that it was 


not the Wound of an Enemy, or the Stroke of a cruel 


One, but the Wound of a Friend in order to Healing. 
He was now to make me ſell all for that goodly Pearl; 
and that I might be ſatisfied with my Purchaſe, he let 
me ſee both what J was to leave, and what I was to 


obtain. Again, he knew what a Wilderneſs I was to 
£0 through, and therefore fed me before I enter'd into 


it. Laſtly, He deſigned to give me ſomething which 


might be a Stay in all ſucceeding Trials. And often 
ſince, when wy Soul has been in Heavineſs, have I 


been cheared by the Remembrance of it. 


But, alas 1 derflood: not SW J fancied this 


N World Would laſt always: L talk d of building Ta- 


bernacles 
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bernacles here, and knew not I was to come down 

from the Mount, and that my Loxp would depart 

from me again. I dreamed not of learning, or having 
' occaſion for War any more; 1 expected no more to 
fight with my Corruptions, but thought the Enemies, 
which appeared not, were dead, and that the“ Eg yp- 
 & tans were all drowned in the Sea.” Accordingly . 
I projected to tie myſelf up to uch a Bent, and to ſtint 

myſelf to ſuch a Method of Living, as neither our 
Circumſtances and Temptations, nor our Duty in this 
World allows of. I could not endure to read thoſe 
Books which were really neceſſary to be read, and all 
the Time 1 ſpent in them ſeemed loſt. Yea, I began 
to grudge the Time which my Body abſolutely required 
for Sleep and other Refreſhments. Thus the Devil 
ſecretly drove from one Extreme to the other, know- 
ing well, that I ſhould not reſt here, and that he could 
eaſily throw me back from this into the firſt, of aſſum- 
ing too great a Latitude. I began likewiſe to reckon _ 
this Enlargement of Heart as wy due, and as more 

mine own than it really was. And I looked on the 
Stock 1 already had as ſufficient to carry me thro” all 
my Difficulties; and ſaw not, that the Grace, which 
Was ſufficient for me, was yet in the Loxp's Hand. 


6. But nowGop began to undeceive me; he gave me 
a Thorn in the Fleſh to humble me, and a Meſſenger 
of Satan was ſent to buffet me, who ſoon made me 

feel the Fury of his 'Temptations. Hereupon I fell 
into deep Perplexity ; I began to queſtion the Truth of 
former Maniteſtations, to doubt of my own Perſever- 
ance; yea, ſometimes to quarrel ſecretly with Gop, 
as if he had beguiled me. I tried many Ways to eſ- 
cape; 1 thought upon Go p; 1 complained to him; I 

ſought for the Cauſes of my Affliction; I ad to 

ſhake myſelf, and to go forth to Duty as before; but alas! 
the Lorp was departed from me; and the Enemy, 
 wwhich lay in my Bojom, had diſcovered my Secret, and 
 ſhorn me of my Stren gt. _ 


1 vet 1 could not but ſee, when I. recovered my- 
ſelf a little, after the Violence of my Conflict, that 
| e 6 "Things 
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"Things were better with me now at my worlt Caſe, than 
formerly at my beſt, Gop frequently ſhew'd me ſome. 


thing of his Power and Glory ; he open'd a Scripture, 


and made my Heart burn within me, or unfolded my 
_ Caſe, and told me all that was in my Heart; or let 
me ſee my Deſire upon my Enemies. Sometimes he 
gave me Acceſs unto him, and made me come even to 


his Seat, and pour out my Heart before him. And 
when at the loweſt 1 was otherwiſe affected to Cyr1sT 
than before; my Soul {till longed after him; I eſſay'd 
to ſtretch out the wither'd Hand, and wiſh'd for the 
Command that would impower me to lay hold of him. 
J refuſed to go any where elſe, but reſolved to wait on 
him, and to truſt in him, even though he ſhould ſlay 


me. And as to his Law, tho' I could not run in it, 


my Will was ſtill toward it; I had no Quarrel to it, 
but to myſelf; I breathed after Conformity with it; I 


delighted therein after the inward Man. And as to 


Sin, though I was ſometimes driven to it, this was 


Juſt ſuch a forced Conſent as before I gave to the Law. 


Though it prevailed, my Heart was not with it as be- 


fore; I found another Sort of Oppoſition to it ; and if 
ever it gained a Victory, I was the more enraged againſt 
it. Laſtly, This Coldneſs was now a preternatural 


State: I cried daily, When wilt Thou revive me? I 


loathed myſelf for it; I could not reſt in it; I wearied 
myſelf with eſſaying to break my Priſon: I looked 


back to former Seaſons, and ſaid, O that it were with 


ue as in Months paſt! 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 


07 bis fre Strugglings with Sin; its 
Vietories; and the Cauſe of them, and 
Gop's Gondne 5 with FOR to this 
Trial. - 


\INDING my a had 8d great Ad: 


vantage over me, by the Security into which I 
was fallen, though I was unwilling to fight, yet upon 
their Appearance I tried what Weapons would be moſt 


ſucceſsful. I objected to them, that now I was en- 


gaged to the Lozxp; I reaſon'd with them; I prayed 


againſt them. Nor could I then ſee, whence it was 


| that they prevailed ; but Gop hath fines ſhewn me ſe- 


veral Reaſons of it. I laid too much Streſs on the 
Grace I had already received; I was not ſufficiently 


watchful : the Enemy put me on vain Work; where 


the Sin lay not in the Thing itſelf, but in the Degree 


of it, there he ſet me upon renouncing it in the Groſs, 
and rooting out what was in itſelf lawful. Of this I 


had many Inftances with reſpect to my Paſſions, and 
wordly Employments, and Converſe with ſinful People. 


I ſtill neglected ſome Means of Gop's Appointment, _ 
under Pretence of Difficulties and Inconveniences, and 


ſo prevented his Bleſſing upon the reſt. I was ſome- 
times not lingle in my Aims: I wanted a Victor 
which would eaſe me of the Trouble of Watchfulneſs. 
I was weary of a fighting Life, and deſired to conquer, 
that I might be at reſt. Laſtly, when I was not quickly 


heard, I did not perſevere in 1 Pray er, for Grace to Help 


2 Time of Need. 


2. Yet was Gov even then exceeding merciful to 


me; he kept me from giving quite over: When I had 
many Times gone furtheſt into Temptations, yet he 


came in with ſeaſonable Help; and frequently, when 


I was hard preſt, he ſo clear'd up to me my own Sin- 
cerity, as embolden d me to appeal to him, which left 


So me 
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me at Liberty, under this new Encouragement, vigo- 
rouſly to oppole all my Enemies. 


3. And Gov has fince let me ſee, what gracious 
Deſigns he carried on by theſe Trials. Hereby he 
taught me, that all Chriſtians muſt be Soldiers; that 
our Security as to future Temptations does not lie in 
Grace already received, but in having our Way open 
to the Throne of Grace; that Gop deals it out in the 
proper Seaſons, whereof he alone is able to judge; F 
that the Covenant of Grace deth not promiſe entire 
Freedom from Sins of Infirmity, nor even from wilful 
Sins, otherwiſe than in the conſtant, as well as careful 
Uſe, of all the Means which he hath appointed. Here 
by too he let me ſee, how diſpleaſed he was for my 
cleaving to Sin io long. The Sins that now frequently 
caſt me down were thoſe I ſought to ſpare before. Goo 
cried often to me, to part with them, and I would not 
hear; and now Gop would not hear when 1 cried 
againſt them. Hereby alſo he diſcovered the Riches 
of that Forgiveneſs that is with him, that it reaches 
Sins daf all Sorts, multiplied Relapſes not excepted. He 
that requires us to forgive ſeventy times ſeven in a. 
Day, will not do leſs himſelf. And finally, he fitted 
me hereby to compaſſionate, and to comfort others 
alſo who were tempted, 7 7 


4. During all this Time, beſides Sins of Infirmity, 
my Corruptions did ſometimes bear me down to Re- 
lapſes, both into Omiſſions of Duties, and Commiſſion 
of known Sins. And theſe being Sins againſt Light, 
Love, and all Sorts of Engagements, lay Heavy upon 
my Conſcience. I was much perplex'd about them, 
my Bones were broken, my Spirit wounded exceed- 
ingly. „ ES TS 


. At ſome Times, indeed, I was for a while Har- 
 den'd by the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, and ſenſeleſs; at other 
Times my Heart inſtantly ſmote me, and I was im- 
mediately after my Fall ftirr'd up to the Exerciſe of 

Repentance. But ſooner or later Gop ſet my Sins in 
: % eg | order 
I See the Preface. 1 


a ewe... % 0 i 


C i eb ˙· r. te We CE, 0, 


Mr. HALI BURTON. 41 


order beſore me, either by ſome outward or inward 


Affliction (often ſo remarkably choſen, that the Sin 


was wrote upon the Puniſhment) or by his Word, or 


his Holy Spirit in his 9 which told me all 
that I had done. | 


6. Then was my Soul troubled with Fear and 
Shame, and a Senſe of his Anger, by which Satan of- 


ten ſought to drive me to Deipair. But Gop graci- 


ouſly brake the Force of this Temptation, ſometimes _ 
by diſtant Diſcoveries of F orgiveneſs ; ſometimes by 
reminding me of his former Kindneſs, or ſhewing me 
the fatal Iſſue of caſting away my Confidence. And 
When the Temptation was moft violently urged, I 
thought it no Time to diſpute, but allowed the Worſt 


the Tempter could ſuggeſt, and then laid my Caſe, in 
all its Aggravations, to the extenſive Promijes of the 
Covenant. „ Be it granted, ſaid I, that I am 
but an Hypocrite ; that I never obtained Pardon; 


that I am the Chief of Sinners; that my Sins have 


6 ſuch Agorav ations as the Sins of no other Man ever 


« had;” yet the Bload of CHRIST cleanſeth from all! 


. and he « came to ſave The Chief of Sinners. 


7. When 1 has got thus far, 1 got up again as I 


could, and ſought him in all the Duties of his Ap- 
pointment. Nor was it long (if I hambly and pati- 


ently continued in this Way) before I found him, as 
at the firſt, He ſet my Sin, in all its Aggravations, 

before me; he led me up to Original Sin, the Source 
of all; he cut off all Excuſes, and left me ſelf con- 


vicicd, owning that any Puniſhment on this Side Hell 
would be Mercy. Then he ſtepp'd in, and made a 


_ gracious Diſcovery of tbe Fountain enced for Sin, and 
for Uncleanncſs, He drew my Soul to cloſe with, and - 
with trembling lay Streſs upon it. Having by this 
Look drawn my Eyes to look at him again, while I 
| look'd, my Soul melted into Tears; my Heart, be- 
fore bound up, was looſed ; and my Lips, before clo- 


ſed, were open'd. While he thus anſw er'd me, and 1 
could ſcarce belicve the ] wh. be created { Peace by the 
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Fruit of his Line, and, as it were, forc' d it upon my 
g Soul, and ſhed abroad his Lowe in my Heart, 


8. Before 1 conclude this Head, I muſt obſerve, 1. 


That ſometimes this Work was wrought gradually; 


ſometimes all at once, and in a Moment. 2. Some- 


times I ſought Peace long before I obtained it ; ſome- 
times Gop ſurprized me immediately upon my Sin, 


before I had thought in the leaſt what I had done, and 
gave me ſuch a Look as made me weep bitterly. And 


When it was thus, it pierced through my Soul, filling 
me with the deepeſt Loathing of myſelf, and the high- 


eſt Wonder at the Riches, Freedom, ang Lama | 


Sovereignty of his Grace. 


9. There was a great Difference as to the Continu- 


ance of theſe Impreſſions, and likewiſe as to the De- 


grees of them. At ſome Times, my Convictions and 
Humiliations were deeper, and my Faith and Hope 


far clearer than at others. But, amidſt all theſe acci- 
dental Differences, the Subſtance of the Work was 
always the ſame. I would obſerve, laſtly, Ihat the 


moſt terrible Enemies are not the moſt dangerous. 


While I was attacked by plain Sins, I was eaſily con- 
vinced and alarm'd at them, which was attended with 


all theſe happy Effects; whereas I have been ſince aſ- 
ſaulted by leſs diſcernible Evils, Sins under the Maſk . 


of Duties; and theſe ſecretly devour the Strength, and 
are difficultly diſcovered in their exceeding Sinfulnels. 


1 mull not paſs over wickane Notice, that din I 
firſt felt Forgiveneſs of Sins, I was much exerciſed 
with, and troubled for, Sins of Infirmity and daily In- 
curſion: Of this I ſhall give a more diſtinct Account. 


1. When Goyp manifeſted himſelf, his Enemies fled 


before him; they received a ſtunning Stroke, and va- 
niſh'd away at the Brightneſs of his Appearing. He, 


for a Time, bore down Corruption, chain'd up Satan, 

and kept me from any the leaſt Diſturbance from them. 

2. It was ſome Time before my ſtronger Enemies ap- 
7 pens again; ee Sins did not ſoon ap- 


proach | 
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roach me; I firſt found the remaining Power of Sin 
only by the Invaſion of Sins of daily Infirmity, par- 
- ticularly Deadneſs in Prayer. 3. Herevpon J began 
to be much diſcouraged, neither underſtanding my pre- 
ſent State, nor the Proviſion made for this Cafe in the 
Covenant of Grace, by a daily Application of the 
Blood of Atonement. 4. When my fond Expectation 
was diſappointed, I at firſt eilay'd to humble myſelf 
diſtindily for cach of theſe Tranſgreſſions. But find- _ 
ing my whole Time would not ſuffice for this, i was 
obliged to go with them ail at once, and plunge into 
the Fountain open'd for Sin, and for Uncleanneſs. I 
took a View of myfelf defled by innumerabic Evils, 
and under a Senſe of them cait myſelf on the glorious | 
Atonement, and relied for the Cleanſing me from 
them all on that Blood which cleanieth from all Sin. 
c. To clear this Matter yet further, | obſerve, that 
the Light which firſt diſcovered this plenteous Re- 
demption, tho' varioutly clouded, yet was ncver quite 
joſt. A Child of Light is never in utter Darkneſs, 
He has, indeed, a Summer's Sun, that ſhines longer, 
brighter, and warmer ; and his Winter's Sun, which 
ſhines more faintly. He has fair and rainy Days; he 
has a changeable Intercourie of Day and Cs it: But 
Lich. more or leſs, there 1 18 s full. | 


10. Upon the Whole, we may remark, 1. That 
we may heal our Wounds ſlightly ; but it is Gop's 
Prerogative to ſpeak ſolid Peace. 2. That conſidering 
our Unbelief, and Pride of Heart, it is not eaſy to 
win a Sinner to believe, that the Forgiveneſs, which 
is with God, is able to an:iwer all his Neceſſities. And 
when the Soul is in ſome Meaſure ſatisſied with this, 
and willing to come to Gop daily ſor Grace and Mer- 
cy, it is not eaſy to kcep up either a due Abhorrence 
of Sin, or a due Senſe of that boundlels Mercy. Yea, 
here lies one of the greateſt Secrets of practical God- 
lineſs, and the higheſt Attainment in cloſe Walking 
with Gov, To come daily and waſh, and yer retain 
as high a Value for this Diſcovery of Forgiveneſs, as 
; 11 it were . to be had Fe. and no more. The 


more 
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more we ſee of it, the more, doubtleſs, we ouglit 

to value it; Whereas, on the contrary, unleſs the ut- 

moſt Care be uſed, our Hearts turn formal, and count 
it a common Thing. | obſerve, 3. That the Joy 
of the Loxp is then only to be retained, when we 
1 walk tenderly and circumipecily ; being inconſiſtent 
141 not only with any grofs Sin, but with any Remiſineſs 
198! of Behaviour. And, laflly, That when I was at the 
loweſt Ebb, I have often recovered myſelf by Thank- 
fulneſs. If vou aſk, What I had then to be thankful 
for; I anſwer, I began thus: „ What a Mercy is it 
« am out of Hell! Bleſſed be the Lox for this.“ 
Again: What a Mercy is it, that he hath given me 
&« to {ec, and thank him for, that Mercy ! Bleſſed be 
te the I. o for this likewiſe.” And thus I have gone 
on, till he hath led me to a Senſe of his Love, and 
reſto red Comfort to my Soul. 


CHAP. II. 


A more particular Account of EN preced- 
mg Doubts concerning the Being of 
Gon, and Deliverance from them. 


Before mentioned the Trials J had about the Be- 
ing of a Gop, almoſt as foon as I had any Con- 
cern about Religion. But at firſt I had no Arguments 
_ urged againſt 1 it : Only ſeeing this was the Hinoe on 
Which all Religion turned, 1 found myſelf at a Loſs 
for Evidence ſo clear and ſtrong, and convincing, as I 
thought neceſſary, with reſpect to a Truth, whereon ſo 
much Weight was to be laid. I faid, Very great 
Things are demanded of me, and I am called to 
« hope for great Things; but, before, I truſt ſo far, 


« 1 would know more of that Gop, in whom I am 
'< to trult,” | 


2. Bur 
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2. But afterwards, when I was more eſtrang'd from 
Gop, and intent upon abſtract Subtleties, the Devil 
took his Opportunity, and ſaid daily, Where is now | 
« thy Gop?” He then triumph'd, «< Where is now 
« that Mouth, with which thou haſt ſo often re- 
« proached Atheiſts? » Theſe are the Arguments 


they have; come forth chen. try thy eee — 
. them. 


| Hereupon | a ſharp Conflic bigs; un which 1 
! various Ways. Sometimes I rejected his Suggeſ- 
tions, and refuſed them a Hear) ing. Sometimes J Tried 
to naſwer his Arguments; but the longer I ſtood argu- 
ing the Caſe, I was always at the greater Loſs, Then 
1 would wiſh for a Diicovery of Gop himſelf; O that 
I knew ewhire I might find him / Whence the Enemy 
fail'd not to infer, „If there was a Gop, he would 
« help one, who was thus ſtanding up for him, in ſuch 
„ a Strait.” Sometimes I prayed, and though Satan 
urged me with the Unreaſonableneſs of Praying, till 
I was ſure there was a Gop; yet I always thought, 


« If there be one, he can belt Jatisfy me as to Tus | 
© own Being.“ | 


4. And he did 1 fatiafy me in «Per f By clear Diſ- 
coveries of the Tendency of theſe ee iL. 
To caſt Reproach on all the beſt and wiſeſt of Men, 
and to deſtroy the Foundations of all human Happi- 
neſs. 2. By ſome Glimpſes of his Glory, even in the 
Works of Creation, 3. By ſome Beams of Light 
from his Word; and more than once, in particular, 
by ſuggeſting to my Mind, with Power, that Anſwer 
of the Three Children, 0 Nebuchadnezzar, wwe are 
not c:reful to anſwer thee in this Matter. FF it be fo, 
our Go, whom we ſerve, 7s able to delicer us from the 
burning fiery Furnace, and be will deliver us out of thine 
Hand. But if not, be it known unto thee, O King, that 


eve will not ſerve hy Gods, nor wo! r/eip the golden Image 
which thu e up. 


© But yet I was not fully N nothing but a 
Diſcovery of Rane could give a full Defeat to Satan. 
- But 
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7 But conkdeting I was then an unhumbled Enemy, 
Gon could not have appeared otherwiſe than as an 
Enemy; and this my Nature could not bear, I could 
not have thus ſeen his Face and lived. Wherefore he 
led me another Way; he diſcovered Sin to me frſt, 
and thereby broke the Force of the Temptation; and 
having humbled me, he then diſcov ered himſelf! in his 
Glory in CHRIST JESUS. 


6. This it was which gave me full Satisfaction, 
While Gop commanded this Light to ſhine on my 
- Mind, I could not defire a clearer Proof of his Being; | 
all his Enemies fled before it; all the Mountains of 

Oppoſition ſhook at the Preſence of the Loup, and 
were carried into the Midit of the Sea. I had now 
manifold Evidences of this glorious Truth. I had, 1. 
The Evidence of Sight: By the Eye of Faith 1 faw the 
Glory of Gop as repreſented in the Word, ſhining 
With the cleareſt Luſtre: It not only convinced me of 

its own. Reality, but that, in a Manner, nothing elſe 
was real. This Sight gave me more conſiſtent, be- 
coming Notions of 'Go b, his Nature and Attributes, 
than ever 1 attained before, and ſo ſhook the very - 
Foundations of thoſe Doubts which flowed purely from 
my Ignorance of his Nature. 2. 1 had the Evidence 

of the Ear; I heard him ſpeak, and his Voice ſuffict- 


2 diſtinguiſhed itſelf from the Voice of any Crea- _ 


He firſt ſpoke Terror to me from Suat; and 
hn my Soul was as the troubled Sea, he ſaid unto it, 
« Peace, be ſtill, and there was a great Calm.” His 
Words had Light and Power peculiar to Gop with 
them, both when he ſpoke for me and againſt me: 
| They made me taſte and ſee that the Lox b is good, 
and that b/efed is be that 1rujleth in him. All my Ob- 
jections were ſolv'd. As to the ſeeming Inconſiſtency 
of his Attributes, at the Time that he condeſcended to 
ſhew me his Back- -parts, he ſatisfied me, 7 hat mo Man 
can behold his Face. He gave me a View of his Incom- 
preheniibility, which ſilenced all thoſe Suggeſtions, 
And as to the ſeeming Piſordeis in his Government, a 
plain AIWer Was, He giveth Account to none; his Way 
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it in the Sea; his Paths i in the great WW, aters, and his 
| Footfleps are not Known. 


CHAP. IV 


A more particular Account of his preced- 
ing Doubts concerning the Holy Scrip- 
ture, and Dells verance e them. 


HIS Temptation, as 4 obſerved befors, did 

not attack me ſo ſoon as the former; but it 

was managed in much the ſame Way. Sometimes my 
Mind only hung in Suſpence, for want of ſufficient 
Evidence. Sometimes I was ſtrangely harraſs'd with 
multiplied Objections, either by the Books I read, the 
Enemies of the Word, with whom I converſed, or by 


Satan, whoſe Suggeſtions were far the moſt ſubtle, 
and moſt . of all. 


N This Trial was more grievous than even the for- 
mer. Theſe Objections were equally deſtructive of 
all Religion, and were far more numerous, more plau- 


ſible, and entertain'd by Perſons of a fairer Character. 


Beſide, the Evidence of this Truth lay farther from 
the Reach of an unentightts's Mind. | 


FS; 1 tried many Ways to cape; beſides pipe : 
and attending publick Ordinances, I read many Books 

writ in Defence of the Scriptures. And this wanted 
not its Uſe; I got a rational Conviction of the Truth, 
and ſo was emboldened to plead for it againſt its Ene- 
mies; and I found Anſwers to many 8 Objec- 
tions, which encouraged me to wait for full Satisfacti- 
on. But that I found not yet; this being but the Wiſ- = 
dom of Men, had 1 not Power 0 diene Temptations, 


to 
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to enlighten me to ſee the Evidence of Gop in his 
Word, or to give a Reliſh for it to an indiſpoſed Soul, 


4. Gop began to break the Force of this Tempta- 
tion, when his Word faſten'd a Senſe of Guilt on my 
Soul; tho' this rather extorted an Aſſent than induced 
to a chearful Acquieſcence therein, as coming from 
| Gop. But when he gave me that Light which repell'd 
all Temptations, which revived and comforted a Soul 
bowed down before, 1 inſtantly cloſed with his Word 
as the Word of Lite; I rejoiced as one that had found 
a hid Treaſure; I was ſweetly iatisfied, that it came 

from him; and that by. many K 


Fi, ft, All Diſcoveries of Guilt were made by it. 

| Gop by this ſpoke in my Ear, Sins, which none fave 
he who ſearcheth the Heart, could know, which I knew 
not, nor any Creature elie. By it the Secrets of my 
Heart were manifeſt, ſo that I was compelled to own, 
that God was in it of a Truth; I could not but cry 
out, © Come, {ee a Book which told me all that ever 
I did. 1 not this the Book of Gov?” 


© Stcondly, All the Diſcoveries he made of his Anger 
were made by the Holy Scriptures; It was by them 
that his Wrath was dropt into my Soul, and revealed 
from Heaven againſt me. It was by the ſame that he 
let in upon my Soul the glorious Diſcovery of his 
Being, Attributes, and his whole Will concerning my 
Salvation by Jesus CHrIsT. By the ſame he con- 
veyed all thoſe quickening, converting, transforming, 
| ſupporting, compoſing Influences, and let me ſee the 

other Wonders of his Law; excellent Things in Counſel 
and Knowledge. By this he was pleas'd to reveal the 
Craft, the Power, the Actings, and the Deſigns of my 
Enemies; his own Deſigns in my Trials, and ſomething 


olf his ſecret Deſigns i in many of his * Adminiſtra- 


tions. 


1 Nr dh, As al theſe teflon and Diſcoveries 1 were 
19 10 * his Word, ſo by the pacutiae 8 and 
| ower 


K 
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power that attended them, he evidenced that his Name 
was there. It taught, not as the greateſt, the wiſeſt, 
the beſt, of Men; but with another Sort of Authority 
and Weight; it ſpake as never Man ſpake. Whatever 


it ſaid, my Conſcience ſtood to. When it challeng'd 


me for what I knew not to be Faults, no Defences 


avail'd; I was ſcarce ſooner accus'd, than arraign'd, 
cotivied; condemned. In like Manner, when Gon 
hereby ſpoke Peace, he created it. The Dead heard, 


and the Hearer lived. Temptations after it ſpoke not 


again. When I was ſelf-deſtroy'd, ſelf-condemn'd, 
and caſt hereby into the greateſt Agony; yet whenever 
he ſent his Word, it heal'd me; my Soul was com- 
manded to be at Peace, and there enſued. a glorious 


Calm. 


5. And whereas my Enemies had often aſked me, 
How I could diſtinguiſh the real among ſo many pre- 
' tended Revelations ? Gov himſelf now gave me a Re- 
ply: The Prophet that hath : Dream, let him tell a 

Dream; and he that hath my Word, let him ſpeak my 


Word faith fully. What is the Cb to the Wheat, faith 


the Lord? I not my Mord like as a Fire? Aud lite a 
Hammer, that breaketh the Rock in Pieces! Jer. xxiii. 
28, 29. And he was pleaſed particularly to ſpeak thoſe 
Things, whereat I had ſtumbled, to my Soul, which 

both humbled me for my former Unbelief, and encou- 


raged me to hope, that I ſhould know other Things 


| hereafter, which I underſtood not now. Again, he 
 fatisfied me as to many Things, that the Time of know- 
ing them was not yet; and that when he ſaw the pro- 
per Seaſon to be come, he would ſhew me plainly of 
them. He let me fee his Wiſdom and Goodneſs in 
thus training me up to Dependance, for learning of 
him what I knew not; and ſhew'd me that it was my 
Duty to meditate in his Law Day and Night, and to 
ſearch the Scriptures with all Humility ; ſince the Se- 
cret of the Lord is only awith thoſe that fear lim, and 5 
mM will ſhe none but them his Covenant. | 


6. When alter this I read the Sans.” ad fond = 
not that eee Lain mining with that warming, 
EF: | quick” ning 
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« quick*ning, dazzling Glory, vet I found an habitua! 
Light in my Soul, whereby I could almoſt every where 
diſcern Part of the Glory of the Lord ; and by this I 
was over-awed, and brought ſtill to regard them as 
the Word of Gop. A Light was ſtill reflected on the 
Whole Scripture; and I was ordinarily enabled to per- 
ceive, how worthy of him, and like himſelf, every 

Thing was which I read there. And by this abiding 
| Light I was capable of diſcerning therein Diſcoveries 
of the Actings of Sin and Grace, with a Penetration 
and Exactneſs beyond the Reach of any, fave the Om- 

niſcient and only Wiſe G. ep 


SHA. V. 
Of ſome other Temptations, and his De- 


 tiverance from them, 


1. F Brrore ſhewed, that when I was in Doubt about 
the Holy Scriptures, the Devil often ſuggeſted 

to me, How can you expect Satisfaction in theſe 
„Things, when Men of ſo much greater Abilities 
have ſought it in vain?” And this Suggeſtion was 

_ oiten ſo violently urged, that I had no Spirit left in me. 


2. But when God diſcovered himſelf to me in his 


own Light, the Force of this Temptation was utterly 


broken; though J had not a particular Sight of the _ 
_ Weakneſs of it, *till I read (ſome Time after) the three 
firſt Chapters of the firſt Epiftle to the Corinthians: 

The Subitance of what Gop then ſhewed me was, 


Huge, That his great Deſign in the Method of Sal- 
vation he had choſen, was to ſtain the Pride of all hu- 


man Glory, that no Fleſh might glory in his Sight, but 
be that gloricth might glory in the Loxp. Secondly, 
That a vain Ambition to be wiſe above what Gop al- 


| lowed, was the Spring and chief Part of our Apoſta- | 
e * 


[| 
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ey from God; and ſtill vain Man avonld be viſe ; the 


Jews of a Sign,. and the Greeks ſeck after Wiſdom. 
7 birdly, That in order to the Attainment of the fore- 


going Deſign, and to the Recovery of Man from his 


Apoſtacy, it was plainly neceſſary, that this Ambition, 


being a flat Oppoſition to his Deſign, and a principal 


Part of his Corruption, ſhould be removed. It was 
} requiſite, That Gop ſhould deftroy the Wiſdom of the 
| JI ie, and bring to nought the Underſtauding of the Pru- 
dent, Fourthly, Gop, to vindicate his own Wiſdom, 
reproached by this vam Ambition of Man, to fix an 


eternal Blot on human Wiſdom, and to diſcover his 


holy Severity. in. puniſhing this Ambition, with the 


other Wickednefſes of vain Man, ,/ufrred, for many 


Ages, all Nations to wall in their own Ways, and io 
try, whether they were better than Gop's Ways; 


whether they could ſupply the Defects which they 


fondly imagined Gov had made them with, or relieve 
themſelves from the Miſery of their Apoſtacy. And 

the Event anſwer'd the Deſign of his Wiſdom and Juſ- 
| tice, and. the Deſert of thoie who made the Attempt, 
For, after the fruitleſs Endeavours of four thouſand 


Years; The World by [Fiſdom knew not GOD. They 


| quite miſs'd the Mark; their fooliÞ Hearts autre dar- 
en d; ſeeking to be wiſe, they became Fools; inftead of 


getting their Eyes open'd to ſee more than Gop allow - 
ed, they could ſee nothing but their own Nakedneſs; 


| and ſo imperfeQ were their Diſcoveries even of that, 
that they imagined Fig- leaves would cover it. Fb. 
%, After they had ſpent the Time allotted for ſhewing 
the Vanity of their own Wiſdom, Goo, in the Depth 
of his Compaſſion, ſtepped in to their Relief; and, in 


order thereto, was pleaſed to pitch upon a Way quite 


oppoſite to all the Wiſdom of fooliſh Man. He choſe 
not the enticing Words of Man's Wiſdem, or Eloquence ; 
it was not ſuitable to the Truth of Gov, to uſe that 
mean Art, whereby the Judgments of Men are led 
blindfold in Subjection to their Paſſions, He made no 
| Choice of artificial Reaſonings, the other Eye of hu- 
man Wiſdom. It did not become the Majeſty of 
Gop, to diſpute Men into a Compliance with his Will. 
And Wong. he wrought Signs to awaken the Atten- 
| „„ 5 5 tion 
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tion of a drowſy World, to gain Reſpe& to his Am- 


baſſadors, to ſtrengthen the Faith of weak Believers, 


and to cut off every Plea from Unbelief: Vet he choſe 
not them chiefly to convert and recover the World, 


being unwilling ſo to derogate from his Word, as if 


the Word of Gop were not, upon its own Evidence, 


worthy the Acceptation of all rational Creatures. 
$;xthly, Go having rejected all theſe, made Ule of 


the Foolifhneſs of Preaching ; that is, a plain Declara- 


tion of his Will in his Name, 722 the Demonſtration of 
the Spirit and Poaver, by Men commiſſioned by him 


for that Purpoſe. Now this was a Means every Way 


worthy of Gop, Man had believed the Devil rather 
than Gop; the Devil ſcemed to have gained a great 


Advantage, by perſuading Man in his Integrity to cre- 


dit him, and dijcredit Gop. Gop now caſt back the 
Shame on him, by engaging fallen Man to renounce 


the Devil, and upon his bare Word give up Satan and 


all that adher'd to him, And further to manifeſt his 
iJelign, as ke made Uſe of the Fooliſhneſs of Preach- 
ing, Jo. he choſe for his Ambaſſadors, not the learned 
Dilpaters of the World, but fooliſh, weak, illiterate 
| Men, that by Things Which in Appearance are not, he 
might bring to nought theſe that are. Laſtly, To lay | 
Man lower yet, that the Lord alone might be exaltitd, 
nie choſe not for his People ſuch as the World wou'd 
have thought ſtood faireſt for Mercy; but he choſe, 
for the general, the moſt miſerable and contemptible 
of Mankind: Not many wiſe, not many noble, not many 
_ mighty are called ; but God hath choſen the foulifp n, 
| of 4 this Wor id to confound the Wiſe. 


3. Hauer Gov Wrede me, that it was to be ex- 


peced, and was indeed inevitable, that a great Op- 


poſition ſhould be every where made to his Goſpel ; 


that this Oppoſition would principally be by Pretenders 
to Wiſdom, and learned Men; that their Objections 
muſt be againſt all the 66 of the Goſpel, 
the Matter, Manner, Means of it; all being oppoſite _ 
to their Expectations, and that therefore it was no 


Wonder to ſee ſome ſtumble at the Croſs, ſome at the 
Preaching, ſome at the Preachers; that it was to be 


: Es their Seer would be ene, as being 


- ee acts. Yds th. 
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ſuited to the Wiſdom of Men, the natural Apprehen- 
ſion of all who were not brought to a Compliance with 


the grand Deſign of Gov. Laſtly, That it was impoſ- 


ſible for any Man, who was not brought to be a Fool 
in his own Eyes, to be wiſe in the Things of Goo, or 
to diſcern and approve of the Conduct of Gop in this 
whole Matter. 

4. Upon this Diſcovery I was fully ſatisfied, That 


the Oppoſition of learned Men, and their Unſucceſsful- 


neſs in their Enquiries, was ſo far from being a juſt Pre- 
judice to, that it was a ſtrong Confirmation of the 
Truths of Religion; and on the other Hand, that tho“ 
they were, in the Wiſdom of Gov, hid from the Wiſe 
and Prudent, yet Babes might have a clear Diſcovery | 
thereof, becauſe it had pleaſed the Father to e 


| thele Ta to them. | 


5. Another common Objection, which had made, at 
ſome Times, a conſiderable Impreſſion upon my Mind, 


Was, that the Scriptures are contrary to Reaſon. 1 
5 ſhall Juſt point at the Springs of my Relief. 


b J was long before fx d in a does: rational 


| Convidtion of the Shortneſs of human Knowledge, and 


that there was no Truth which we receive, Whether 
upon the Evidence of Metaphyſical, Mathematical, or 
Moral Principles, or even on the Evidence of our Sen- 


ſes, againſt which there lay not inſoluble Objections. 


Yet no Man queſtion” d thoſe Truths ; nor though we 
endeavoured it ever ſo much, could we doubt of many 
of them. And as this was one of the molt conſiderable 
Fruits of my Studies in Philoſophy, ſo it was of Uſe to 


me many Ways; it made me ſee through the Vanity of 
that Pretence againſt the Truths revealed by Goo, 
That there lie unanſwerable Objections againſt them. 


This I plainly ſaw ought not to ſhake my Aſſent, if 1 
found ſufficient Evidence for them ; eſpecially as I was | 
convinced 'twas reaſonable to expect more inextricable 
Difficulties about Truths ſupernaturally revealed than 
others, ſince they lie farther out of our Reach. There-_ 
fore, when any ſuch occurr'd, I was led rather to ſuſ- 
pect my own Ignorance than the Truths of Goo. 

F 3 „ Secondly, 
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Secondly, Gor had before fix'd in me the Faith of his 
Incomprehenſibility, and fully convinced me, that I 
could not know him to Perfection; he let me ſee, that 
his Ways are not our Ways, ſo that I durſt not any more 
attempt to meaſure him, or his Ways, by my ſhort 


| Line, but in all Things J reſted in the Reſolution of his 


Word. To the Law and to the Teſtimony I brought all, 


and where that clearly interpoſed, my Soul was now 
taught fully to acquieſce in, and ſtand to its Deter- 


mination. 


7 Birdly, When the Enemy ſtrongly attack d any par- 


| ticular Truth, and I could not inſtantly ſolve his Objec- 
tions, I was much relieved by a View of the multiplied 


Teſtimonies of the Word, all running the ſame Way. 


And when by conſulting Interpreters, eſpecially Cri- 
ticks, I was darken'd rather than clear d. I had Re- 


courſe to the Scope of the Words, and the plain Mean- 


ing that firſt occurr'd, with an humble Dependance on 


Gop for his Light. 


Faurthly, If for a Time, by the ſubtle Perverſion of 
ſome Scriptures, 1 could not find the true Meaning of 
them, the Analogy of Faith ſtayed my Mind 'till 1 
could recover thoſe particular Paſſages out of the Ene- 
my's Hand. When Gop manifeſted himſelf to me, he 
gave me a View of his whole Deſign in the Revelation 


he had made of himſelf, and of the harmonious Con- 


ſent and Concurrence of all the Doctrines of the Gol- 
pel, in promoting that Deſign. He ſhewed me hke- 
wiſe, how the End and the Means were ſo cloſely link' d 
together, that one of theſe Truths could not be over- 


turn'd, but all the reſt would follow. Whenever there- 
fore any of them was controverted, its Connexion 
with the other Truths, uniformly and plainly atteſted 
by the Current of Scripture, preſented itſelf ; and my 


Mind was fatisfied this could not fall without they all | 


fell together. This I take to be the a of Faith, 
and herein I often took Sanctuary. 


65.1 before mentioned what a continual Bondage 1 


was long in, thro' Fear of Death; I ſhall now give ſome 


Account of my Relief from this allo, . 


Mr. HALIBURTON. =: 


Firſt, The Lord's Mercy manifeſted in Canter 
freed me from this Spirit of Bondage, and gave me a 
Taſte of the Liberty of the Sons of Go. He in 


great Meaſure removed the Grounds whereon I moſt 


feared it, viz. Sin the Sting of Death, and Want of 


Evidence about the Reality of Things not ſeen. 


Secondly, Whereas there till continued ers Fear 


upon a near Proſpect of it, I was much relieved by 
_ Gov's Promiſe, that we ſhould not be tempted above. 
evhat we were able to bear, eſpecially when I recollected 
my former Experience. I remember one Day in par- 
ticular, I was oppreſt with Fear of Death, when God 


mercifully ſuggeſted to me, Haſt thou not ſhrunk un- 
der the remote Proſpect of other Trials, and yet been 


carried through them? Why ſhould'ſt thou diilruſt Him 


as to future Trials, who hath ſo often help d thee in 
Time of Need?“ 1 then conſider'd, it is no way pro- 


per that Gop ſhould give his Grace: before our Trial 
comes: but rather that He ſhould keep us humble and 

dependeat by reſerving it in bis own Hand, and teach 
us to ſubmit to his Wiſdom, as to the Meaſure and 
Time of performing his own Promiſes. And TI have 
ever fince reſted in this Faith, that h LORD i a Gop 


of J udgment, and that Bleſſed are all they who wait on 


him; not doubting either his Faithfulneſs as to the Ac- 
 compliſhment of his Promiſes, or Judgment as to the 

right Timing and Meaſuring them, in Proportion to our 
Neceſſities. Hereupon I reſt to this Day; I dare not 


ſay I am ready to die; I dare not ſay I have Faith or 


Grace ſufficient to carry me through Death; I dare not 
ſay I have no Fear of Death: But this I fay, there 1s 
ſufficient Grace laid up for me in the Promiſe; there is 


a Throne of Grace to have Recourſe to; and there is a 


Gov of- Judgment, who will not with- hold it when it 


is really the Tune of ore: 
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PART IV. 


SHA l. 


Of his Entrance ufon the 2 055 and 


. baviour at Ceres. 


1. II 7 HEN 1 was under the violent Scrogulings Des: - 

* fore mentioned, I had laid aſide all Thoughts 
of the Miniſtry ; for 1 could not entertain a Thought 
of preaching to others what I did not believe myſelf. 
But now the Scene being changed, I was, after long. 
Deliberation and fervent Prayer, determined to comply 


with my Mother's Defire (who had devoted me from 


my Childhood to this Work) with the Advice of my 
moſt pious Friends, the Importunity of many others, 
and the Motions of my own Heart, For I had a lively 
Senſe of the ſtrong Obligation laid upon me, to lay out 


_ rayſelf in the Service of my good Maſter, and I thought 


the nearer my Emplo ment related to 28085 the PP: 


it would be. 


2. Accordingly e on n May 1, 1700. I enter'd into holy 
Orders, and May 5. began my Miniſtry at Ceres. — From 


this Time he prepared his Sermons with much ſecret 
Prayer, for a Blefling thereon, both to himſelf and his 


Hearers. His Practice alſo. was, exactly to review and 
remark his Behaviour in publick Daties ; ; what Aſſiſtance 
and Enlargement of Heart he obtained, and what Con- 


_ cern for the Souls of his Hearers. When he fell ſhort, 
it was Matter of Humiliation to him ; when he was al. 


: Alen, of greater Gratitude and Wacchfulueſs; 


9 v5 Know: 


5 
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3. Knowing he was to watch over Souls, as one that 
muſt give Account, he had the Weight of this Charge 


much upon his Spirit: He therefore laboured to know 


the State of the Souls of his Flock, that he might be 


able to guide them according to their particular Caſes. 


In order thereto he was diligent in vifiting all the Fa- 


milies within his Pariſh, in infirutting his People by ca- 


techizing, and in marking their Proficiency in the Know- 
ledge of the Goſpel. Eipecially, before adminiſtring the 
Loe's Supper he converſed ſeverally with thoſe who 
deſired to partake thereof, to try what Senſe they had 
of real Religion; what Influence the Word of Gop had 


had upon tem aud what Fruits of it were in their 
Hearts and Lives, that he might deal with hear Con- 
ſciences accordin. Ely. | | | 


"4 Take an Iuſtance of this i in his own Words) J Jah 
8, 1703. © T have now ſpent about a Month in Con- 


verſe with my People, and I obſerve the few follow. 
ing Things: 


Firſt, © That of three or four kundred Perſons there 


c 


« even in the Boſom cf his Enemies, but ſooner or later 
„ ſo far touches the Hearts of all Men, as will dread- 


« fully enhance the Guilt of thoſe, who put out the 


60 Light, and quench his Spirit. 


| Secondly, © That ſome of thoſe w hom it has pleaſed 
cc 
* Flowers, even Fruit; and that moſt acknowledge, 
ce 


cc 


* bours DRONE: 


3 


6c 


were not above forty who had not at one Time or 
other been more or leſs awaken'd, tho? with far the 
« greater Part it came to no length. Whence it is 
*“ plain, that Gop leaves not himſelf without Witneſs, 


Gov to awaken by my Miniſtry, promiſe more than 


that the Word comes nearer them daily, which makes | 
me aſhamed of my own Negligence, and aftoniſhed 
at the Goodneſs of Gon, who bleſſes my weak La- 


7 birah, „ That though Gov may make uſe 7 FOR 
Words of Man, in letting us into the Meaning of the 
Scriptures, yet "tis ordinarily the very Scripture- 


«c Word 
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Bo Word 9 he conveys any Comfort or Adran- 
tage.“ 


| P Hearing about this Time of ſome wh 4 were much 

ſsay'd by good People, in dark Steps of their Miniſte- 
rial Work, I was ſatisfied in the evident Clearneſs of the 
following Rules: 


Firſt, That it is very dangerous to lay much Streſs on 
the Apprehenſions of the beit of People, as to what may 
be Sin or Duty in Things that belong not to their Sta- 


tion ; for the Promiſe of the Spinit's Teachings belongs 


not to them, as to what may concern a Miniſter's Sta. 
tion. Therefore, it is ſafer to deſire their Prayers, that 
Gop would, according to his Promiſe, diſcover to us 


what is our Duty, than to learn them to flep out of 


their Stations, and adviſe in Things that belong not to 
them. 


Fecal In ROY OY others for Light, great TIE = 
ſhould be had to the difterent Talents of Men; in Mat- 
ters of Soul- exerciſe, moſt regard ſhould be had to thoſe 
whom God has fitted with Endowments that way; in 
Matters of Government moſt repard ſhould be had to 


thoſe whom he has fitted that way. 


Thirdly, The holieſt Men are moſt likely to 1 


Gon's Mind; but to know who are the holieſt, we mult 


conſider, not only what Men's Behaviour, but what 
their Temptations are. For one in whom leſs appears 


may indeed have more Grace, than another who ſeems 


to have more; when the one is continually plunged in 
_ Floods of Temptation, and the other is free from them. 


| Obſerve, Fourthly,: That Miniſters are commonly 
more ſhaken about the Truths of Religion, than about 
their own State; but the People, more about their own _ 
State, than about the Truths of Religion. And as 
Miniſters are aſſiſted to clear the People as to what they 
are ſtraiten'd about; ſo are the People often enabled to 
help their Miniſters, as to what occaſions their Uneafi- 
neſs. Thus they mutually excel and are excelled, to ky 
humble both, and keep both in their Stations. 


La — 


„ „„ go, wages boi 
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As to clearing up our Duty in doubtful Caſes, obſerve, 


Laſy. That there is ever a Biaſs to one Way or the 


other; that we muſt ſeek to have this removed, and cry 
to God to bring our Hearts to an equal Willingneſs to 
take either or neither Way; that when this is attain'd 
we mult uſe -our beſt Reaſon, and take the Way that 
appears moſt proper, though ſtill crying to him, that 
be would put a Stop to us, if we be out of the Road. 


If he afford Light in any other particular Way we muſt 


uſe it, ſtill taking care, to ſeek Light ſoberly, to uſe it 
tenderly, and to be wary in the Application of it, 


6. 7h) 2, 1702. Gop about this Time giving me 
ſomewhat of a Revival from a long Deadneſs, I think 
myſelf concerned to take Notice of the Means by which 

I obtained this Benefit. And, 1. It was ſignally pro- 


moted by Converſe with zealous Chriſtians. I found, 


that as Iron ſharpeneth Iron, fo doth the Countenance of a 
Man his Friend. 2. By ſome heavy Strokes laid upon 
me. 3. By terrible Providences to the Publick. 4. By 
ſome Papers ſeaſonably brought to my Hands, contain- 
ing the Exerciſe of ſome real Chriſtians, wherein I ſaw 
how far ſhort I was of them, and alſo not a few of the 


Cauſes of my ſadly wither'd and decay'd State. 5. By 


ſome Diſcovery of the Vanity of my ſweeteſt Enjoyments. : 


And, Laſtly, By God's leading me to ſome Subjects, 


Which I choſe for others, but wherein I found my own | 


Caſe remarkably touch' d. 
8 Marc) 11. 1706. I was far out of Order; 


© LokD pity and ſhine upon me.“ At Night I was 
ſomewhat refreſh'd in Family-Worſhip. In Meditation 
hereon I ſaw Unbelief was the Root of all my Miſery. 


I was broken on account of it; I cried to Gop for Re- 


lief, O manifeſt thyſelf to my Soul!”* I was much 
orieved, that at a Time when ſo many ſtrange Evils 
abound, there ſhould be ſo ſtrange a Stupidity on my 
Spirit, that I could not mourn for the Diſhonour done 


to Gop. I cried for a Spurit of — and Re- 
pentance. 


8. April 
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8. April 17. 1705. T was much diſorder d in Body; 
but about ſeven at Night I was a little relieved. Vet 


bowing my Knees to Prayer I was full of Perplexity; the 


Lord hid himſelf, and my Spirit was overwhelmed ; but 
meeting with that Scripture Having therefore, Brethren, 


 Boldne!s to enter into the Holicft by the Blood of JE Sus, by 


a ne and living Way which he hath conſercated for us, 


through the Veil, that is to ſay, his Fleſh; I found my 


Mind compos'd ; but, O, that it were with me as in 
Months pat! 


9. Feb. 24, 1705. being the Logy's Day, 1 was 
ſore ſhaken in the Morning about the Truths of Gop, 


but came to Peace as to what I was to preach, in three 


. * Lokp thou haſt fully ſatisfied me,“ that 
All other Courſes to Satisfaction in our great Con- 


4 beſides that of the Goſpel, are utterly vain and 
unſatis factory. 2. That ſuppoſing the Truth of the 
Goſpel, there is a plenary Security as to all I can deſire 


in Time or in Eternity. And, 3. That it can be only 
the wretched Unbelief of my Heart that makes me ever 


: hefitate concerning the Truth of it, ſeeing I have full 
Evidence for it, far beyond what in other Things would 


abſolutely cut off all Heſitation. 1 will look then for 
Faith to the Author of it: Lok, I believe! help thou 


mine Unbelief! Thou haſt ſo fix'd me in the Belief of 


theſe three Truths, that no Temptation hath been able 
to ſhake me. 


T:- In the N 1707. Some of the Followers 


of Mrs. Bourig non coming into his Pariſh, he labour'd 
to guard his People againſt the Infection of their ſpe- 


cious Errors. A ſhort Account whereof he gives in 
the following Words: 


April 20. 1707. This Day the Low directed me 


to ſtrike at the Root of the F Deluſion, in 


e to which 1 taught. 


Firſt, That true n will not t admit of leaving out 


| ſome Duties, whereas theſe Derotees, while they with- 


draw 


— 


gence in their particular Callings. 


Secondly, That Holineſs conſiſts not in a ſtrict Obſer- | 
vance of Rules of our own 1 Invention, ſuch as moſt of 


theirs are. 


7 hirdly, That whatever Holineſs thoſe profeſs, who 


negle& the Ordinances of Gov, none can reaſonably 


conclude, that they are in any thing influenced by the 


Authority of the LoxD Jesus, for the ſame Authority 
binds to the one as well as the other. 


Laſtly, That the moſt elfefiual TY TITRE to univer- 


ſal Obedience, is a Senſe that our Sins are forgiven us, 


ſtill kept freſh upon our Souls, and a conſtant Improve- 
ment of the Blood of CHRIST by Faith. 


I. Jan. 11, 1708. In the Mates Teck oreatly 
indiſpoſed with a Looſeneſs. Before (Church I was 
ſomewhat reliev'd, but immediately after Sermon, 
 feiz'd with Vomiting, Lo«v, lead me to ſome ſuits 


able PIER +: 


Fan, 12. Was a Day I ſet apart for examining 1 
Stare of my Soul; chiefly on theſe Heads. 1. Are 


daily Sins, and Sins of Infirmity, ſearch'd, obſery'd, 


weigh'd, mourn'd for? And do I exerciſe Faith dil. . 
tinctly, in order to the Pardon of them? 2. Does the 

Impreſſion of the Neceſſity and Excellency of CnxIST's 
Blood decay? Are the Experiences of its Uſe and Ef- 


ficacy diſtinct as before? 3. Am I formal in Worſhip ? 
In Secret, Family, Publick Prayer? Deſiring Bleſling 


on Meat, returning Thanks? Meditation and Read- 


ing? 4. Is there due Concern for the Flock ? Single- 


neſs and Diligence in Miniſterial Duties, Prayers for 
them? Sc. 5. Is there Sympathy with afflicted Saints 
and Churches? 6. Is the Voice of the Rod heard, 


calling to Deniedneſs to Relations, even the deareſt ? 


Deniedneſs to the World? To Life? Prep: aration for - 


Death? Spirituality! in Duty? 3 
G 14. al 
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draw from the World, omit the unqueſtionable Duties 
both of general Uſefulneſs among "_ and of Dili- 
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12. Ot. 12, 1709. Being ſeized with a violent 
Flux and Griping, yet Gop kept me ſubmiſſive, with. 
out repining; and brought me to commit the Diſpoſal 
of all to him, crying for a Removal of any Averſion to 
his Will. Ard as to my Miniftry, tho' I felt much Re- 
morſe for the Want of Wreſtling with Gop for the 
Succeſs of his Word among the People, yet it was re- 
freſhing that I durſt ſay in the Sight of Gov, that I 
was really concern'd to know the Truth ; that I kept 
back none which might be profitable for them ; that 1 
Preach'd what I reſolv'd to venture my Soul on, and 
that I deſired to preach home to their Conſciences. 


HAP. Ih, 
, his Marriage, and Conduct in his 
; Family, 


"HEN Gop convinced me, that it was not 
meet I ſhould be alone, he allo clearly con- 
vinced me, that a prudent Wife is from the LoRD. —— 
T look'd thereforc and cried to, and waited on him for 
Direction, with that eminent Freedom and Preparation 
of Heart, which gave a fix'd Hope he would incline 
his Ear, and bleſs me in my Choice. 1 


1.5 


2. The Command, Be not unequally yoled with Un- 
Zeliewers, was fo ſtrongly impreſt on my Soul, that no 
Proſpect of outward Advantage could have ſway'd me 
to chuſe one void of the Fear of Gop. But whether 
tio chuſe on the Teſtimony of others, or from perſonal 

Acqueintance, I could not eaſily determine. | £5, 


3. At laſt inclining to think a perſonal Acquaintance | 
neceſſary, I pitch'd on one who appear'd ſuitable to 
me; and who falling at that Time under ſome unuſual 
55 | ; b | | 5 SIE. Concern 


Concern about Religion, which ſhe imparted to me, it 
look'd like a Providential Clearing of the Way; on 
which, I too haſtily proceeded in the Propoſal. Yet I. 
never durſt pray abſolutely for Succeſs, bat had great 


Freedom in praying that Go would dire: And that 
if it were not for my Good, my Way might be hedged 


in, and my Deiign effectually diſappointed. Mean- 
while ſhe carried on an Intrigue with another, to whom 


e was ſoon after clandeſtine! married. 


4. Another Marriage was propoſed to me ſome Time 
after. Ia the Beginning of this Affair, March 1700, 
| was confilent to meet with a Diſappotatment ; ; where- 
on I reſolved to quit it, and did ſo for ſome Time. 


But Goo, by oue Means or other, broke all my De- 


ſgnus of turning away. He viſibly interpoſed bis Pro- 


vidence, gwe me freſh Opportunities, directed me to 
Means J had never before thought of, and reconciled 


thoſe to it, from whom I expected the ſtrongeſt Op- 
poſition. 


5 x et alter 1 had the greateſt Enebufagement to 


proceed, I met With Niſcccramcgionts again: This 


co OO 
was follow'd by new Encoarazement when I leaft ex- 


2 Ted it: And by this Variety of Succeſs, I was kept 


low as to my Thoughts of my ſelf, and wholly Jeden 
aat on Gop for the "Event. 


6. Dee” 13. This Forenoon I ſet apart for Prayer : 
And being to addreſs Gop with regard to my Propoſal 
of Marriage, I began the Work with an Eaq wry into 
my own State. Upon this Lagune I found, 


Firſt, With reſped to Gon, L was under a full Con. 
viction, Hat Life Was in his Footer, nay, that bis Lou 
ing Kindneſs is better than Life itſelf. That any Inte- 
reſt in his Favour is utterly impoſſible, without reſpect 
had to a Mediator? Goo being holy, I unholy; Go 
a conſuming Fire, I a Sinner meet to be conſum'd : 
Thar Goo out of mere Love has been pleaſed to ſend 


into the World JEsus CanisT, as the Mediator thro' 


whom Sinners might regain his Favour. 
G 2 | 5 Seronds: 
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Secondly, With reſpect to Ca 187, roche has been 
able (ſince it was firſt given me) to ſhake my full Con- 
viction of the following Particulars: That IESus 
CHRIST is ſuch a Saviour as it became the Goodneſs, 
Juſtice, Wiſdom, and Power of Gop to provide; and 
juch as became the Deſires and Needs of Sinners, as 
being ſufficient 2% /ave all that come to God thro' Him, 
and that zo the uttermoſt, his Blood being able to cleanſe 

from all Sin, his Power to ſubdue all Things to himſelf, 
and his Spirit to; ad into all Truth : That I need Him 
in all his Offices; there being no Time when I durſt 
once think of parting them: Gop knows that my 
Heart is as much reconciled to his Kingly as to his 
Prieſtly Office, and that it would for ever damp me, 
had he not a Power to captivate every Thought to the 
Obedience of Himſelf ; that all my Hope of Freedom 
from that Darkneſs which is mv Burden, is from 
 CarisT's Prophetical Office; and my Hope of Free- 
dom from the Guilt and Power of Sin, ariſes from his 
Prieſtly and Kingly Offices, In one Word, I have no 
Hope of any Mercy in Time or Eternity but through 
Him. *Tis through Him ] expect all, from the leaſt 
Drop of Water to the immenſe Riches of his Glory. 


8 Nina With reſpect to his Law, notwithſlanding 
my frequent Breaches of it, I dare take Gop to wit- 
neſs, that I count all his Commandments concerning all 
Things, to be holy, and juſt, and good; inſomuch 
that I would not defire any Alteration in any, and leaſt 
of all in thoſe which moſt croſs my Inclinations : That 
I defire inward, univerſal Conformity to them all, and 
that in their ſpiritual Meaning and Extent, as reaching 
all Thoughts, Words and Actions, and even the minu- 
teſt Circumſtances of them. Lafth, That ſince the 
Commencement of this Affair particularly, I have ſeen 
a peculiar Beauty in the Law, as exemplified in the Life 
of our LORD; more eſpecially in his abſolute Submiſ- 
fion to the Divine Will, even in thoſe Things which 
were moſt contrary to his innocent Nature. And tho' 
J could ſcarce reach this Submiſſion at ſome Times, 
yet I earneſtly defir'd it, I look d upon it as exceed- 
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ingly amiable, and condemn'd myſelf, ſo far as { carne 
\ ſhort of it. 


7. As to the Whole, my Spirit was in a calm and 


compoſed Frame : But, contrary to my poſitive Reſo- 
lution, and under Fears of a Refuſal, 1 was carried out 


to be more peremptory than aſual as to the Succels. 


Vea, now, when I was in the moſt ſubmiſſive Frame, 


I was more peremptory as to the Event, than when 
my Heart was moſt eagerly ſet upon it. | 


8. Jon. 17; 1707. Was a Day ſet apart by us both, 


to be kept with Faſting and Prayer, for obtaining a 


Bleſſing on our Marriage. I began it with Prayer, 


wherein I endeavour'd to trace back Sin to my very 
Infancy. Lokp, I have been in all Sin: Not one of 


thy Commands but I have broken in almoſt all Inflan- 
ces; ſave in the outward Acts, and from them, O 
Lorp, only thy free Grace reſtrained me. 


I now again ſolemnly devoted myſelf t to Him, in 


this new Relation I was to enter upon; beſeeching that 


He would not contend with either of us, for the Sins 
of our Jingle Life; that He would make us holy, and 


bleſs us in this new State, fitting us every way for one 


another. In my ſecond. Addreſs to GvD by Prayer, 


he gave me much Sweetneſs and Enlargement (bleſſed 
be his Goodneſs) in reference to that Particular, ſor _ 
which I ſet apart this Day, When he prepareth cur 

Hearts to pray, his Ear hearkeneth thereto, 


This Day I. again a ſearch'd into my State, and found | 


theſe Evidences of the Lozp's Work in my Soul; 1, 
He hath given me by his Spirit ſome Diſcovery of the 


innumerable Sins of every Period of my Life, and 


eſpecially of the Root of all, the inexpreſſible Corrup- 


tion of my Nature: He has diſcovered to me the 


Vanity of all thoſe Relief, Nature leads to, with re- 


gard to the Guilt of Sin: He hath made me ſee, that 
my own Works cannot fave me, and, I hope, taken 
me off from reſling upon them ; tor under Trouble, 
„ occaſion d 
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occaſion'd by Sin, nothing but CurtrsT could; quiet 
me: The View of my own Works only encreas'd it. 
And Gop, when he aflifted me moſt therein, ſo guard- 
ed me againſt this, that he then always open'd my Eyes 
to ſee a World of Sin in them ; inſomuch that I have 
as earneſtly deſired to be ſaved from my beſt Duties, 


as ever I did from my worſt Sins: And whenever my 


Heart inclined to lay ſome Streſs on Duties ſpiritually 
performed, Gop ſtirr'd up in my Soul a holy Jealouſy 
over my Heart in this Particular. 3. As to the Power 
of Sin, he hath brought me to an utter Deſpair of Re- 
lief from my own Prayers, Vows, or Reſolutions. 4. 
He hath pleaſed to determine me to chuſe the Goſpel 
Way of Salvation, by reſting on CHRNISTH for Righ- 
teouſneſs, Sanctification and Redemption; as a Way 
full of admirable Mercy and Wiſdom; a Way of great 


Peace and Security to Sinners, and beft ſuited to give 


Glory to Gop. Upon theſe Grounds, I conclude, that 
the Lon p hath wrought Faith in me, and will compleat 


my Salvation; and becauſe he hath determined me to 
chuſe him, therefore I dare call him my Gop, my Sa- 


viour. my Sanctifier. 


On January 23, 1701. he was accordingly married : 


at Edinburgh, to Janet Watſon, Daughter of Mr. Da- 
wid Watſon, of St. Andrews. By her he had nine Chil- 
dren, three Sons and fix Daughters, of whom one Son 
and ve Dangaters ſurviv'd him. 


8. In March, 1705. his then youngeſt Child fell 


into a languiſhing IIlneſs: Concerning whom he writes 


thus: © April 11. my Child died: Bleſſed be Gov, 
© have had a Child to give at his Call ; and bleſſed 


<« be the Lob, that he helped me to give her 


« willingly.” 


In March, 1712. his Son George fell ill : I had often, 
_ ſays e, given all my Children up to Gop, and now it 


pleaſed him to try me in the tendereſt Point, whether 
I would ſtand to my Reſignation. I could not find 
Freedom in aſking tor his Life, but much, in crying 
| for 
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for Mercy for him. Vet I cannot ſay, but the Burden 
was great upon me, till communing with a Friend 
about the State of the Church and Religion, Concern 


for Gop's Intereſt got the Aſcendant over that for 


my own, and from that Time I found Comfort : 
And the nearer he was to his End, the more looſed 


I was from him, and the more chere was my Re- 


ſignation: So that before his Death, Prayers were 
almoſt made up of Praiſes, and he was et off with 
Thankſgiving. 


CHAP. HE--: 
bs hts Remeval to St. Andrews. 


\HE Place of Profeſſor of Divinity in the 


Univerſity of Sz. Ardrews being vacant in 
December, 1702. her Majeſty's Patent was procured for 
him; upon which he made the following Reflection: 
* This ſeems to be of the LoRp, for it was without 


*« ſo much as a Thought in me; yet were all Obſtruc- 


tions remov'd, all Attempts for others croſs'd, and 
my Spirit ſo held that I durſt not oppoſe it, but was 
“ obliged to ſubmit to the Deſires of thoſe who were 
the moſt competent Judges.” 


$; Accordingly, April 26, 1710. he was 1 the - 
Principal of the College A mitte into his Profeſſor- 


mip. But he enjoy'd little Health in that Office : For | 


in the Beginning of April, 1711. he was ſuddenly | 
ſeiz'd with a violent Pleuriſy, which oblig'd his Phyfi- 


cians to take from him a large Quantity of Blood ; 
and although he was relieved from that Diſeaſe, he 
never recover'd his Strength, by reaſon of the Indiſ- 
poſition of his Stomach, and frequent Vomitings. 
Hereupon enſued, in the following Winter, a Cold- 
neſs, Swelling and Stifinels 1 in his Legs, with frequent 
and 
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and very painful Cramps. But beſides his bodily III 


neſs, the Grievances of the Church did not a little 
add to his Trouble: Eſpecially the impoſing the Oath 


of Abjuration upon Miniſters, which he feared might 
have fatal Effects, from the Difference of their Senti- 
ments, concerning the Lawfulneſs of it. His Advice 
upon it was, that after all due Information, every one 


ſhould act according to the Light he had. But what 
he moſt of all inculcated was, that their differing, about 
the Meaning of an Expreſſion therein, gave no- juſt 
Ground for any Alienation of Affection, much leſs for 
Separation, either amongſt Miniſters or People. 


C H e 
Of bs Death. 


1. O: F Pede, Sept. 17. nd ſome Days pre- 


ceding) he was under great J'rouble of Mind; 


and a Friend aſking him that Morning, How he had 


reſted in the Night? He anſwer'd. © Not well. I 
* have been this Night ſore toſs'd with the Thoughts 


© of Etcraity. I have been thinking on the 7 erribilia 


ior ® „and all that is difficult in Death to a Chriſtian, 
All my Enemies have been round about me. I had 
- great Conflict, and Faith was like to fail. O that 


may be kept now in this laſt Trial, from being an 
Offcace to his People! ** 


1 n the Alas” when ſome of his Brethren viſited 
kim, he ſaid, „I am but young, and of little Experi- 
*© ence, but this Death-bed now makes me old; there- 
fore 1 uſe the Freedom to exhort you to Faithfulnets 
„ in the Log” s Work. You will never Ls on this, 


T7, . The terrible Things of Gov p. 
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« He is a 1000 Maſter. I have always found him ſo. 
If IJ had a thouſand Lives [ ſhould think all too little 
«© to be employ d in his Service.“ 


2. Thurſday, Sept. 18. Being aſked in the Moriing, 
How he was? he ſaid, © O what a terrible Conflict 
© had I Yeſterday! But now I may ſay, 1 have fought 
„ the good Fight, I have kept the Faith, No- W 
4c he hath put a new Song in my Mouth. Praiſe, 


% Praiſe is comely for the Upright. Shortly I ſhall _ 


have another Sight of God than ever I had, and be 
more fit to praiſe him than ever. O the Thoughts 
of an incarnate Gop are ſweet and raviſhing! And, 

« O! how do ] wonder at myſelf, that I do not love 
„ him more! that I do not admire him more! O 

* that I could honour him! What a Wonder that I 
« enjoy {ſuch Compoſure under theſe Pains, and in 
View of approaching Death! O, what a Mercy, 
e that I have the Uie of my Reaſon, "till 1 have de- 

e clared his Goodneſs to me! | 


To his Wife he faid, ” He e came to me in i the third 
% Watch of the Night, walking upon the Waters ; 
and he ſaid to me, I am Alpha and Omega, the Be- 
« ginning and the End: I was dead, and am alive, 
* and live for evermore, and have the Keys of Death 
© and Hell. He ſtill'd the Tempeſt of wy Soul, and 
there is a ſweet Calm.“ 


When Jehired to be tender of his Health, "= ſaid, 

Ill firive to laſt as long as I can. I have no more 
„ to do with my Time, but to“ zee it out for the 
“ Glory of Gop.” Then he ſaid, © I ſhall fee my 
*© Redeemer ſtand on the Earth at the la Day. But 
* before then, I ſhall ſee the Lamb in the Midft of the 
„Throne. O, it will be a glorious Company, the 
| Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, and JEsus the 
© Mediator of the New Covenant! O, for Grace! 
0 Grace: to be patient to the End!“ 


cc 


* i. 6. spend it  thritly age» 
| Then 
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Then he deſired a Miniſter to pray. 


After Prayer, he call'd for a little Water to waſh his 
yes, and ſaid, I hope to get them waſhed ſhort- 


ly, and made like Doves Eyes, and then farewel Sin, 


farewel Sorrow!“ 


Then taking ſome Refreſhment, he ſaid, © I ger 


Sleep from him, and Food from him; and I ſhall 


get limielf, My Fleſh and my Heart faileth ; but 
Gop is the Strength. of my Heart, and my Portion 
for ever.” 


Seeing his youngeſt Child, he ſaid to her, ** Ma; 
my Dear, the l.oRD bleſs you; the (30D of your 
Father, and of my Father, bleſs you; the G05 
that fed me all my Life : the Angcl that redeemed 
me from all Evil, bleſs you, and the reſt, and be 
your Portion; that is a good Heritage, better than 
if I had Crowns and Scepters to leave you. My 


Child, 1 receiv'd you from him, and! give you to 


him a gain. 


To his Wife ke ie, M Dear, encourage your: 


ſelf in the LoRD; he will keep you, though you 
even fall into Enemies Hands.” And then, de- 


claring his Willingneſs to part with his deareſt Rela- 


(c 


tions, he ſaid, This is the Practice of Religion, to 
06 


© 
make Uſe of it when we come to the Pinch; ; this is 


a Leſſon of Practical ge 


When the Phyſician came, he ſaid, « Doctor, as 
to this Piece of Work, you are near an End of it. 
Gov be with you, and perſuade you to be in Ear- 


neſt ; I return you Thanks for your Diligence. Is 


my Pulſe low? I am well pleaſed it is. I would 
have been content to have been away long e're 
now; a few Strokes more, and Victory, Victory 


for ever, through the Captain of our Salvation!“ 


© Now 


Cc 
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8 Now get Acquaintance with Gow: The little 


Acquaintance I have had with Gop within theſe two 


Days, has been better than ten Thouſand 'Times the 
Pains I have been at all my Life about Religion. 


"Tis good to have him to go to, when we are turning 
our Face to the Wall. He is known in Sion for a ſure 
” Refuge, a very preſent Help in Trouble. 


«© What a range Hardneſs is in the Hearts of Men? 
But whether they will hear, or whether they will 


forbear, tis our Duty to ſpeak; and when we are 


dead and gone, what we ſpoke in the Name of the 
Loxp, may take hold of them.“ 


To his eldeſt Child he faid, * Ah, 3 you 
ſeem ſometimes to have Convictions from Gop. Be- 
ware of them; they are the moit dangerous Things 
you ever meddled with. Each of them is Gop's 
Meſſenger : And if you deſpiſe the of 


Go, he will be aveng'd of you.“ 


To a Miniſter who came in he ſaid, I am waiting 
for the Salvation of Gop.”” He anſwered: «If the - 


Lorp would ſpare you, it would be a Mercy to this 
Place.“ He replied, ** What can a poor Wretch 
ſignify ? I could do nothing: I ſignify nothing. But, 


1'Il tell you, Brother, what I have thought of long; 
I fear, from the taking off of the Servants of Gop | 


at this Time, that there is like to be a general, over- 


flowing Conſumption, running over not only this, 


but all the reformed Churches. 


To the Apothecary he id, cc Study Religion in 


cc 


Youth: When you come to be as Iam, you will find 


no Comfort without it. I give you this as a folemn 


Warning from God, if you come to be harden'd by 
the frequent Sight of Men in my Rate, you may 


come to be hargen'd for ever.“ 


To three Miniſters he faid, 10 My leis Brethren, ic © 
is purely from a Andere Love to you, that J preſume 
e 
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to ay, when Goo helped me to Diligence in Study. 
ing and Meditating, I found him then remarkably 

ſhining upon me. There is nothing to be had with 
a ſlack Hand. You are in an evil Day. However, 


be faithful, and Goo will ſtrengthen you for his own 
Work, if you are faithful therein. You cannot, 'tis 
true, bring all Perſons to the Loa p; but you may 


make their 3 will N null they, ſpeak. 
: for the Lok RD. 


1 repent, continued he, I did not . more for 
him; but I have Peace in it; what I did, I did in 


Sincerity : He accepts of the Mite. It was the De- 


light of my Heart to preach the Goſpel, and it made 
me ſometimes neglect a frail Body. I deſired to de- 
creaſe, that the Bridegroom might increaſe, and to 


be nothing, that he — be all. And [I rejoice in 
his Highneſs, Cn 


« Brethren, this is Encouragement to you to try and 
go farther. Alas! I have gone no length ; but would 


tain have gone farther : The Hand of the Diligent 
maketh rich. Much Study, much Prayer, Tempta- 


tions alſo, and diſtinct Deliverances from Temptati- 
ons, are uſeful Helps. I was fond enough of Books; 


but I muſt ſay, what Gop let me ſee of my ill Heart, 


was of more uſe than all my Books.“ One faid, 


This is to believe and therefore to ſpeak.” He re- 


5 plied, © The Lonxp help me to honour him. I deſire 


no more. O that I had the Tongues of Men and 
Angels to praiſe him! I hope ſhortly, to get a Will 
to anſwer my Duty, and Ability to anſwer my Will. 
O to be helped fo, and to fear always! How ſoon 
ſhould I fall, if he withdrew ! But do not ſtumble, 


Birs, though I ſhould be ſhaken, The F oundation 


ſtandeth ſure. my 


When adviſed to W quiet a little, he "Or be How 
ſhould a Man beſtow his laſt Breath, but in com- 
„ mending the Lord Jesvs CurisT, Goo cloathed in 
our Nature dying for our r Sins!“ And when L, 
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preſt to be tender of his Body, he ſaid, « O but my 


Heart is full!” And then defiring a Miniſter to pray 
for him, he ſaid, & Pray that Gop may have Pity on 


« a weak Thing, that is not able to bear much 1 in the 


« Conflict!“ 


To two other Miniſters he ſaid, © Above all {can 


« your own Hearts, and make ule of what Diicoveries 


« you get there, to enable you to dive into Conſci- 


« ences, to awaken Hypocrites, and to ſeparate the 


ce N from the Vile; and to do it with that Ac- 


« curacy, and Caution, as not to make ſad the Hearts 
We which Gop hath made glad! 

« With reſpect to ; the Difference which this Oath is 
« like to make among Miniſters, with the greateſt Ear- 


« neſtneſs I fay, whenever it begins, remember, Diffe- 


« rence is a hot Thing; there muſt be Condeſcenſion, 


« Tenderneſs and Forbearance. We muſt not fly at 10 
« the Ball. Whatever Apprehenf. ons I have, of ſome 


« Miniſters not acting conſcientiouſly, and preaching 


in ſuch a Way as may do hurt; yet I would ſpeak: 
_« tenderly, and ad tenderly tow ard them. I. et there 
abe much of the Forbearance and Meeknefs that is 
% in Jesus. Follow Peace; Peace is worth much: 
„ Wound not our Church among her Fnemies. Ihe 
„ deadly Evil which J fear will ruin all, 18, Coldneſs 
„ and Indifferency. Many ſeem to tr). y, how far they 
. may go without being loſt; but the Chriſtian, 8 Rule 


. to ſtand at a Diſtance." 


To hin who had Groaceded "Ty in I Pariſh of C Ce- 


res, he ſaid, „That People were my Choice, to whom, 
« with much Peace and Pleaſire, I preached, as 1 


« could, though not as I ſhould, the Goſpel of CurisT. 


46 Though I own, that in all Things I have ſinn'd ex- 
e ceedingly before the Lozp, yet J have Peace, in 
that with much Concern I aim'd ar leading them to 
the Lorp Jz:us. Tell them, tha! I die rejoicing | 
* in the Faith and Profeſſion of wart | often preach'd 
e to 9 them, under a low State of Body. Tell them, 
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that the Goſpel 1 preach'd to them, if they receive 
it not, will be a Witneſs againſt them. We arc, 


like our Maſter, ſet for the Fall and Riſing again of 


many. And if we can do no more, yet if we be 


faithful, they ſhall Rte that a Prophet hath been 
among them.“ 


In the Night-d time he ſaid, This growing Weak- 


neſs of my Eyes, is a Sign of a Change approach- 


ing. If he ſhut my Eyes he will open my Eyes 
Eyes no more to behold Vanity. But I ſhall be- 
hold him in Righteouſneſs, and when I awake, L: 
ſhall be ſatisfied with his Likeneſs!“ | 


A he ſaid, „If this be the laſt Dis of my 


Conflict, I would humbly deſire of the Loxp, that 


he would condeſcend, to be tender to one that loves 


his Appearing: That as he has dealt wonderfully 
with me hitherto, ſo he may deal tenderly with me 
even to the End, in looſing the Pins of my Taber- 
nacle, and helping me to honour him by a "PE: 


fed CT, TIEN of my {elf 1 into his Hands.“ 


Finding ſome Sweat on his Face, he Ga: « 1 fancy 


* a greater Change is near, I can compoſe myſelf; I 
bleſs his Name. I know not how it comes to paſs, 


that one who has met with ſo much of Gop, ſhould 


be ſo unthankful as to doubt him in the leaſt! O 


what an evil Heart of Unbelief have I! O 5 
ſhould yet have ſuch an Enemy: 1 in my Boſom ! SED 


When one ſaid, "0 9 I think you have need * . 


Reſt: He anſwered, I have no need of Reſt, 
were it not to put me inCaſe, to finiſh my Courſe 
with Joy. Lo, here the Power of CurtsT's 


Death, and the Efficacy of his ReſurreQion ! I find 


the Advantage 'of One at the Right Hand of Gov, 


who is able to fave to the uttermoſt ! That is the 


Sight J long for: He will but ſnut my Eyes, and 


open them in Glory. To have my Soul entirely 
ſubmiſſive to him in all D that is my Deſire. 


And 2 
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« And ſo it will be ſhortly; then never will there be 
« a reluGant Thought, never one more eſtranged 


Thought from Gop' 


To one who aid, if he was not faint, he anſwered,. 
« ] am not faint, I am refreſh'd as with Wine. O- 
« there is a beet Calm in my Soul. My Defires are 
„ towards him, and the Remembrance of his Name. 
«© Remember kim! Why ſhould not I remember him, 


that remembered me in my low Condition? He 
66 paſs'd by and Id, "00 And when he ſays, he 


66- 0 BY 
| give es Lite. 


He then Jef red to have read the iner part of the | 


fhrſt C fuaPter of the ſecond Epiſtle to the Corinthians. 


And after the gth and 10th Veries were read, Le had 


the Sentence of Death in ourſelves, that we ould not 
truſt in ! el, es, out in GOD which raifeth the Dead: 


Who deliver d us from fo greet a Death, and doth deli- 


Dey, in whom we tr uſt that he will yet deliver us: Ile 
1 «© Now there 'tis all. Gop hath delivered me, 
© and I truſt that he s deliver me, and bruiſe 


6c 


„ Heart. Many a weary Day have I had with my 


« Unbelief? If I had had Faith to believe T hings not 


c ſeen, to believe that my Happincis lay not in Things ; | 
_« "Temporal but Eternal: If I had had Faith's abiding 


„ Impreſſion realizing theſe Things, I ſhould not have 
„ known how to abide out of Hear ven a comin ned 


When 1 was - defired 1 to 1 * anſwer d, Thoſe 
J am going to, ſleep not Day nor Nieht, 1 1 cry, 


_«« Holy, Holy, Holy! They that wait on the Lord 
ſhall renew their Strength, and mount up with Wings 
* as of an Eagle. I cannot get my Heart in a right 


«6 "Tune, as I would have it; but it will be fo in « 
ort Time.” After he had lain till a little, on- 
lad, +. You have not flept.” He anſwered, « No; 

I had muck IF ors ; but ble! ed de N ae | 


* Work 


11 3 | . 
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Satan ſhortly under my Feet, and I ſhall get the 
„ Victory over the cunning World, and the deceitful 
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Afterwards, when his Wife aſk'd how he was, ke 


ſaid, „My Dear, I am longing for the Salvation of 


40 Go, and haſtening to it. Then ſeeing her very 
fad, he ſaid, „ My Dear encourage yourſelf; here is 
*« a Body going to Clay, and a Soul going to Heaven; 


0 n I hope you are to come.” 


3. Friday, Sept. 19. Abo five in the Morning, 
when he was deſired to try if he could ſleep, he an- 
ſwered, No, no: Should J lie here altogether uſe- 


40 leſs ? Shou ld J not ſpend the laſt of my Strength, to 
« ſhew forth his Glory?“ He then held up his Hands 


(which were much ſwell'd) and ſaid, Lame Hands, 
« and lame Feet! But lee a lame Man leaping and 


5 rejoicing | . 


Feeling ſome Pain, he ſaid, This is one of the 


% Fore-runners of the Change, the great Change. O 


« when ſhail I be admitted to ſee the Glory of the 
„ higher Houſe? Inftead of that cloudy Light of a 


« created Sun, to ſee that clear and perfect Gy 2 


Aſter ſore Time's Silence, he took leave of his 


Wife and Children, ſaluting and ſpeaking to them all, 
one by one. Then he ſaid, «© A kind and affectionate : 


« Wiſe you have been to me. The Lov bleſs you, 


aud he ſhall bleſs you.” To a Miniſter that came 
in, he ſaid, „Brother, I am upon a Piece of trying 


« Work. I am parting with my Wife and Children. 


] am refoiv'd, I bleſs his Name; though I have had 
cone of the beſt of Wives, yet ſhe is no more mine, 
but che Loo 8. % ũ ä 2 


Then to his Son he faid, cc Gov. bleſs the Lad, and 


„ let my Name be named upon him. But O, What is 
„ my Name? Let the Name of the Logo be named 
upon him. Tell the Generation following. ho-. 
1 good Gop 1 is, and band down this Teßtimon y, f 


8 After that, he ſpoke to his 3 and fad. My 


66: _ Gear F Temas, make Religion your Bufineſs. 5 _ ; 
| | 66 "99 
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cc 
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you all, beware of graceleſs Maſters; ſeck to be 


with them that fear the Lorp.” 


| Then bs ſaid, Here's a Demonſtration of the Re- 
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ality of Religion; that I a poor, weak timorous 
Man, once as much afraid of Death as any: I that 
have been many Vears under the Terrors of Death, 


come now, in the Mercy of Gop, and by the Power 


of his Grace, compoſedly and with Joy to look 
Death in the Face. I have ſeen it in its Paleneſs, 
and in all its Circumſtances of Horror. I dare look 
it in the Face in its moſt ghaſtly Shape, and or 
within a while to have the rnd AN 9 


He then ſaid to ſome Miniſters, cc My Brethren, 
have been giving up my Wife and Children to Gop. 


I -am upon the Wing for Eternity ; but yy to 


Gop, I know in whom I have believ'd.“ 


Then he 644, « Dear Brethren, will you ſpeak a 
Word to one that longs to hear of him? O 1 love 
to hear the Goſpel, I love to preach it: "Tis a joy- 
ful Sound, a ſweet Sound. 1 love to hear of his 
Name. His Name Mas Ointment poured forth. I 


love to live preaching CurIST ; ; and 1 love to die 
| preaching CHRIST. | 


| Aker that he laid, 60 e 7 ks this Oppor- 


cc 


«6c 


cs 


Wot 


«c 


cc 


6. 


"4s 


cc 


mi 


5 


tunity, to acknowledge your Tenderneis to me, 


who am moſt unworthy of it in many reſpects. 1 


can lay, I defired to live in love with you, and bleſs 
Gov, there was Harmony among us. The Lozp | 
bleſs you, and your Labours, The Loxb himſelf 


multiply Bleflings on you and your F amilies, and 


ſupport you againſt all Diſcouragements.” Then 


to one of them he ſaid, + My dear Friend, ſhew 


£6 


Kindneſs to my dear W 7 and Children. I recom- 
mend her to your Care; ſhe has been the Friend of 5 
my Boſom, the Wife of my Youth, a faithful | 
Friend.” Afterward he ſaid, < Let Paticnce have 


its perfect Work. My Soul. longs more than they 


Hz. EL 
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« that wait for the Morning. Lord JEsus make haſte, 
until the Day break, and the Shadows flee away! 25 


44. After this, at his Defire, a Paper was read over, 
which he had dictated ſome Days before. This he 
owned before ſeveral Witneſſes, and deſired them to 

atteſt it. The Tenor whereof follows. 


| Huviag before ſo diſpos'd of my "warty Concerns, 
as I judged expedient for my Family; I thought my- 
felf bound, moreover, by this latter Will, to declare 
my Sentiments as to Religion; being through the Mercy 
of Gov, in the full and compoſed Exerciſe of my Rea- 
fon, altho' very weak 3 in . 


Firſt, then; I alias, 1 came into the World, 
a defiled Branch of Apoſtate Adam, under the Guilt of 
his Sin, and tainted with the Pollution of Sin derived 
from him; having a Heart full of Alienation from, and 
Enmity againſt Gop: In a word, a Child of Wrath, 
an Heir of Hell. And long did 1 follow the Bent of 
this corrupt Nature, going on from ill to worſe: In- 
deed I had ruined myſelf, and could do nothing for my 
own Recovery: And muſt have been everlaſtingly loſt, 


- if Gop in tender Mercy had not looked upon me. 


4 ak. on the other Hand, bleſs Glow who caſt my 
Lot in a Land where the Goſpel of CHRIST is reveal- 
ed: Who ſo ordered it, that I was born of Religious 
Parents, and by them was ſeriouſly devoted to him. 
And whereas I early ſubjected myſelf to other Lords, 
I ] adore Gov, that by his Word and his Spirit, he 
ceaſed not to ſtrive with me, until in the Day of his. 
Power he made me chearfully re return to the Gop of my 
Fathers. | | 


I bleſs Gop, that when I ſtood trembling under the 
Terrors of his Law, he ſeaſonably ſnatch'd me from 
' Deſpair, by diſcovering the bleſſed Way of Salvation 
for ſelf deſtroy'd Sinners through a dying Saviour. 
*T'is he alone who muſt anſwer for me. Wont him 


Mr. HAL IBVR TON. 79 


J am undone. On him, the Efficacy of his Sufferings, 


the Power of his Reſurrection, and of his whole Me- 
diation, as e in the Goſpel, do I build all my 


Hope. 


I bleſs Gov, that ever he honoured ſuch a ſinful, | 


unworthy Worm, to preach the glorious Goſpel of his 


Son. I confeſs I have but ill manag'd this glorious 
Truſt, but have been a Sinner in all I did exceedingly. 
| Yet ſo far as I know my own Heart, it was the Life 
of my Life, to preach CHRIST crucified ; nor durſt 1 
deal coldly and indifferently in a Matter whereon I 
knew depended both my own and my Hearers Salva- 
tion. And I muſt bear Teſtimony to my Maſter, that 
he never bid me go any Part of my Warfare upon my 


own Charges. If I was ſtraiten'd, it was in my own 


 Bowwels: But when I freely gave what J had freely 


receiv'd, I never wanted Seed for Sowing, and Bread, 
for the Eater, nor (I hope) a Bleſſing. | 


| 4 defire to join my inSgnificant Tetimeny” to that of 2 
the glorious Cloud of Witneſſes, that the Goſpel is the 


Poaber of Gop unto Salvation, to every one that beliey- 


eth; that the Way of Holineſs is the Way of Pleaſant- 
neſs and Peace; and the Ordinances of the Goſpel, are 


the effectual Means of Communion and F 0 me with : 
| the F ather and the Son. | 


Indeed all in Gon < Way, and in his Word is glori- 85 
ous, honourable, and like himſelf: He needs none of 
our Teſtimonies; but 'tis the leaſt we can do, to cele- 


brate his Praiſes. I therefore being ſo many Ways 


_ obliged, take this ſolemn Occaſion, before I leave the 
World, to acknowledge theſe, among the innumerable 
Obligations I have received from him. And I be- 
queath, as my laft Legacy to. my Family, my ſerious 
Advice to chuſe the Loxp for their Gov. He hath 


been my Father's Gop, the God both of my Wife's 
Predeceſſors and mine. We hope he hath been our 


| Gov. And 1 recommend him to my Children, ſo- 
: lemnly clargng. them, as s they wil anſwer i it at the lat 
| | | e 
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Day, to make it their firſt Care, to ſeek Peace with 


Gop, and Reconciliation through CHRIST crucified ; 


and being reconciled, to make it their perpetual Study 
to pleaſe him in all Things. It is my repeated Charge 
to you all, Follow Gop: Follow him early, follow 


him fully. I have oft devoted you, as I could, to Gop; 
and there 1s nothing I have ſo much at Heart as to 


have this Stand, that he may indeed be the Log p's. 0 
that Gon bimſelf may determine your tender Hearts to 
ſeek him early, and he will be a good ren and ſee 


well to you. 


As bor my Body, T commit it to the Duſt, ee 
the Care of the Keeper of J/-ael: Expecting and hop- 


ing that that quickning Spirit, who is the Spirit of the 


Head, and actuates all the Members of his Myſtical 


Body, will in due Time, quicken my mortal Body : 
And for my Spirit, I commit it unto the Lorp J ESus, 
with whom J have intruſted it long ago: And I will 


end it with S- een, crying, Lozp Insus, 7 receive my 


Spirit : / 


'Tro. HaiiBukToN. 


5. Sor Alter he ſaid, « ] confeſs Gop has been 
beating me in a Mortar this long Time; but he has 
been doing much Work. My Soul is even as a weaned | 


Child. 1 am loos'd from all my Enjoyments. My 


Heart is diſengaged even from my deareſt Wife and 


Children; 1 have put W in a good Han at” 


Aſter a Pauſe he ſaid, < There is a ſweet Digs: 


ſure on my Spirit. The Beams of the Houſe are, as 
it were cracking. I am laying down my Tabernacle _ 
to be built agam. O for Grace to be faithful unto 
Death! After we have gone through many Things, 
we have ſtill need to wait on Gop till the laſt. For 
be that endurdth to the End, the ſame fall be ſaved!” 


Then 


* 


81 


Then he ſaid to the Phyſician, «I fancy my Feet 
are growing cold : Yea, all the Parts of this Body are 


Mr. HalinuRkToON, 


going to Ruin. You may believe a Man ſtepping into 


Eternity. I am not acting as a Fool. I have weigh d 
Eternity this Night. I have look'd on Death in every 
Circumſtance that is terrible to Nature. And under 


the View of all theſe, I found, that in the Way of 
Gob there is not only a rational Satisfaction, but a 


Power that engages and rejoices the Heart. I have 
narrow Thoughts: I am like to be overwhelmed, and 


I know not where I am, when I think on what Jam 
to be, and what I am to ſee. I have long deſired 


and Pray ed for We 


"FRO Time after 3 a; d, « O Sire, I dread migh- 


tily, that a National. Sort of Religion is coming in 


among us, a Religion that conſiſts wholly in Moral 


Duties and Ordinances, without he Pcaver of God- 
lineſs, a Way of ſerving Gop which is mere Deiſm, 
having no Relation to Jesus Canis and che Spirit 
| of Gop. 55 


'To a Miniſter that came from Edinburgh, he Rid, 
Come and ſee your Friend in the Beit Caſe you ever 


ſaw him in, longing for a Deliverance, and haſting to 


the Coming of the Day of Gobp. I ſent for you, to 
encourage you, to preach the Goſpel in an ill World, 
and to ftand by Chaisr, who had been ſo good to 
me. This is the beſt Pulpit that ever I was in. Iam. 


now laid on this Bed for this End, that 1 may com- 
| L ng my LORD. | 


RO 1 Sept 20. In the 8 ' HEE 
Miniſter ak d how he was, he anſwered, I am com- 


Poſed, waiting for him.“ He replied, © You ſee how 


| Kindly he deals with you: He gives you both hea- 85 


| venly Exerciſe and hezvenly Enjoyments : He deals fo 


tenderly with you, that you have little to do but to 
| praiſe.” He anſwer's, „ I have Reaſon to deſire the 
Rar of all to Fe him. Bless las Loxp, O my 


Soul, 
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Soul, and all chat! is within me, | magnify his holy 


Name? 5 


Te ſome entering the Room, he ſaid, © You are al! 
very welcome. I am taking a little Wine for Refref}- 
ment. In a while, I ſhall have new Wine in the 
Kingdom of his Glory. I dare ſcarce allow my 


Thoughts to fix directly upon it. I mutt look aſide. 


left I be overwhelmed. But I muſt ſpeak of him who 


hath done wonderful Things for me, and kept me in a2 
perfect Calm. Verily, Light is fown ſor the Upright, 
and Gladneſs for the true of Heart. O when ſhall I 


conceive aright of Glory ! I cannot order my * 
now, becauſe of Darkneſs! I long to behold it, but! 
will wait till he comes. I have experienced much of 
his Goodneſs ſince I lay on this Bed. I have found 


that Tribulation worketh Experience, and Experience 
Patience, and Patience Hope. And I have found the 
Love of Gov ſhed abroad in my Soul.” Then turning 
to his Wife, he ſaid, My Dear, encourage yourſelf 
in the Hope, that under the Conduct of the fame Cap- 
tain of Salvation, you will come thither alſo. Caſt 
yourſelf and your Family upon the LoR D. Encourage 
_ yourſelf; Gop liveth. Bleſſed be my REG, the 


Rock of my dn! 55 


| Then he ſaid; 40 Who! 15 like unto him ? . What 
has he allow'd me this Night! I know now the 


Meaning of that Whatſoever ye ſhall aſk in my 


Name, ye ſhall receive it. The Lozxp hath even 
allow'd me to be very minute in every Circum- 


ſtance. Many a Day. have I fear'd, how I ſhould 


get through the Valley of the Shadow of Death : 
But now 1 fear not. Bleſſed be Gop, who, ſince 
J laid down here, hath carried on a Work of Sanc- 
tification far in my Soul, that makes me meet for 
Heaven! Young as I am, I die old and ſatisficd 
with Days. The Child is going to die, an hundred 
Years old. I am like a Shock of Corn, fully ripe. 
OM. 891 have been under a 1 Sun, in a Day 


We [1 


pF T v Tere oo RS. 5 


when the Sun of Righteouſneſs 5 and I have had 
glorious Showers.” 


| After a little Silence he ſaid, « I kave ſlept, and 


am refreh'd. And now what ſhall I ſay? I can fay 
no more to commend the Log p; not for want of 


Matter, but of Words. Well, Sirs, you'll meet with 


Difficulties ; but this may encourage you, you ſee 
Gop owns his Servants ; and ſhould not his Servants - 
own him, and deſpiſe what his Enemies can do againſt 
—Gop has kept my Judgment for the beſt 
Piece of Work I ever had. O what of Gop do I 


them ?- 


| ſee! I never ſaw any Thing like it. The Beginning 


and End of Religion are wonderful ſweet. One faid, 
„ Gop's Dealing with you has been very uncom- 


9 


mon.“ He anſwered, „ Very uncommon indeed, if 
you knew all that I know. But therein is the Excel- 


lency ot his Power ſeen, in . he maketh the weak 
ena. | 


A While after he ſaid to thoſe about him, ** O this 
is the moſt honourable Pulpit I was ever in! I am 
_ preaching the fame Cur1sT, the fame Holineſs, the 

ſame Happineſs I did before. I have much Satisfac- 
tion in that. I am not aſhamed of the Goſpel I have 
preach'd, I was never aſhamed of it all my Days; 
and 1 am not aſbamed of it at the laſt. Here am I, a 
weak Man, in the Hands of the King of Terrors, re- 


joicing in Hope of the Glory that ſhall be reveal'd ; 
and that by the Death and Reſurrection of a deſpiſed 


Curisr. When the Beginning of this Trouble was 
upon me, I aim'd (as my Strength would allow) at 
that, Shuw me ſome Tokin for good: And indeed, I 


think, Gop hath ſhewed me a Token for _ ”- 


Then perceiving his Spirits Fin, he ſaid, «6 Come, 


Lon Jesvs, receive my Spirit, fluttering within my 


| Breaft, like a Bird to be out of a Snare. When 


| ſhall J hear him ſay, the Winter is paſt; ariſe my Love, 
and come away: Come, and take me by the Hand, 


that 1 Rumble not in the dark ner of Death! E 


| Mr. HALTBUR TON. 83 | 


Then 
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Then he defired a Miniſter to pray; and after Prayer 
faid, Lok p, I wait for thy Salvation. I wait as the 


' Watchman watcheth for the Morning. I am weary 


with Delays! O why are his Chariot Wheels ſo long a 


coming! I am fick of Lore. lam famt with DEF! 36s 


Then he ſaid, cc Drew the Curtains about me, and 


let me ſee what he has a Mind to do with me:” And 


after a while, Whence is this to me? There's a 


ttrange Change within this half Hour. Ah, I am like 


to be ſhipwreck'd to Health again! O what a fort of 


Providence is this? I was in Hopes to have been at 
my Journey's End: and now I am detain'd by a croſs 

Wind. I defire to be patient under his Hand; but he 
muſt open my Heart to glority him. 0 pray for me; 
pray for me; that none who fear him may be aſhamed 
on my ACCOUNT, © 


To the A he ſaid, ag thought to have 


been away, but I am come back again. I was glad 


to be gone; yet Jam not wearied. He has not at-- 


low'd a fretting Thought. My Pain is great; but 1 


am enabled to bear it. O 1 am a Monument, a Mo- 
nument of the 7ower of Gop. My great Deſire has 


been theſe many Years, to ſuffer for the Truth of our 


Religion. And now Gop has given me the greateſt 
Honour, to be a living Witneſs to it. I am a Monu- 
ment that we have not followed cunningly deviſed 


Fables. I fhall be at Heaven ſhortly, by the Word of 


my Teſtimony, and the Blood of the Lamb.” Then 
to a Citizen he ſaid, There are but a few Names in 


this Place, that ſet their Faces Heavenward. But be 


vou encouraged to go on: You have been a kind 
Neighbour: The Lox» bleſs you and your Family. 
They that are planted in the Houſe of the Loan, ſhall 
flouriſh in the Courts of our God. Here is an Evi- 
dence of it. Laſt Winter I thought I was going to be 
caſt out as a withered Branch; and now the dead 


| Stock that was cut Has d . and grown a tall = 
Cedar in Lebanon. ; 5 85 


Then 


MP. Harinux rox. e 


Then he ſaid to the Miniſters, „I defire to hear the 
Word read, the Word preach'd. Many Times when 


I thought on the Worthies of old, I ſaid, I was born 
out of due Time: But now I think I am born in due 


Time; for I ſhall ſee Jesvs! JEsus that delivers from 


the Wrath to come. I ſhall ſee Elijah and Maſes, the 


, great Old Teſtament Prophets. I ſhall ſee the two 


great Mediators, the Type and the Antitype. The 
three Diſciples got a glorious Sight of CyrisT in his 
Transfiguration, to confirm their Faith againſt the Ob- 
jections of the Unbelieving. Was he deſpis'd as a mere 
Man, and his Godhead diſown'd? Lo, here he appears 

in divine Majeſty and Glory! Did they ſay he was 


againſt the Law? Lo, here Maſes, by whom the Law was 
given, adoring him. Did they fay, he was not the 


Meſſiah foretold by the Prophets? Lo, here Elijah 


the moſt zealous of them, owning and honouring him. 
Was he reproach'd as a Deceiver of the People? Lo, the 
Voice from Heaven faith, This is my beloved Son, in 


whom I am well pleaſed: Hear ye him, Yet this Sight 
was of ſhort Continuance. But in Heaven we ſhall 
have an abiding Sight. We ſhall then behold his Glory; 
and we ſhall be like unto him; for we 2 lee him as 

he i 15, = 


| or I am full of Matter! I know: not alan to begin 


or end. The Spirit of the Loxp hath been mighty 


with me! O, the Book of God is a ſtrange Book! 
'Tis written within and without. I never ſtudied it to 
the half of what I ſhould: But now Gop hath given 


me much of it together. Never was I more uneaſy 


in my Life: And yet I was never more eaſy. All my 


Bones are ready to break; my Hani! is a . to me; 
und yet alli is eaſy | RT 


Then to FER Wiſe, he aid, 60 0 my - feet Bird, are 

vou there? I am no more yours. I am the Loxv's. 

L remember on the Day I took you by the Hand, 1 
thought on parting with you. But I knew not how to 

get my Heart off of you again: Yet now I have got it 


. ane. Will you not give me to the Logo, my Dear? 
- 1 Then 1 


. " 
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Then ſeeing her very ſad, he ſaid, My Dear, do not 


weep: You ſhould rather rejoice: Rejoice with me, and 


let us exalt his Name together. I ſhall be in the fame 


Family with you: But you muſt ſlay a li He behind and 
take Care. of God's Children. —— 


"When waken'd vat of Sleep, be d „ amn how 


Hand in Hand, grappling with my laſt Enemy; and J 
find, he is a conquerable Enemy: Vea, I am more than 


Conqueror.“ One ſaid, „A ftrange Champion in- 


_ deed!” He anſwer'd. “I? not 1, but the Grace of 
a Gop that 18 in me. By the Grace of Gov Jam what ! 


am; and the Gop of Peace hath bruiſed Satan under my 


Feet. I have often wonder'd how the Martyrs could 


Clap their Hands in the Fire: I do not wonder at it 
now. I could clap my Hands, though you held burn- 
ing Candles to them, and think it no Hardſhip, though 
the Flames were going about them. And yet, were 


the Lord withdrawn, I ſhould cry and not be able 
to bear it, if 1 you but touch'd my Foot.” 


Fender; Sept. 21. About three in | the Morning he 


ſaid, „And is it the Sabbath then? This is the beſt 
Sabbath I ever had. On a Sabbath Night my George 
went to his Reſt: I beſtow'd him on God: Bleſled be 
his Name; and he made me content. I would hate 


given him all my Children that Way; and J hope it 


wall be ſo: Bleſſed be his Name!“ | 


After 2 little Pauſe he faid, CL Shall 1 forget Sion? 


Then let my Right-hand forget her Cunning. O, to 
have Gop returning to his Church, and his Work go- 
ing on in the World! If every Drop of my Blood, 
every Atom of my Body, every Hair of my Head, 
were Men, * ſhould all go to the | Figs o have 
7 mis going on.“ | 


After that he aid; « J 1 nat 1 Lak I VET 
| have born, and born chearf lly this Rod fo long. 
This is a Miracle, Pain without Pain. Bleſſed be Gon 


tat ever I was born, I have a | Father, a Mother, 


. Sim.” ens. - a a. 0 ES 
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and ten Brethren and Siſters in Heaven, and I ſhall be 


the eleventh. O bleſſed be the Day that ever I was 


born! O if I were where he is! And yet for all this, 
Gop's withdrawing from me, would make me as wealk 
as Water. All which I enjoy, though it be Miracle 
upon Miracle, would not make me ſtand witnout new 


Supplies from Gop. The Thing I rejoice- in is, that 
Soy is altogether full, and that in 13 Curr. there 
is all the Fullneſs of the Godhead.” 


ö Then to his Wife he ſaid, „ O wait upon bars fog 
he is a good Gop to all that ſerve him. He never takes 


any Thing from them, but he giv es them as good or 


better back again. My Dear, we kave had many a ſweet 
| Day together: We mult part for a While; but we ſhall 
meet again, and ſhall have one Work, the Praiſes of 


Gor, and the Praiſes of the Lamb!“ 


Then to ſome preſent he ſaid, . Do you think that 


he'll come and receive the Priſoner of Hope to-Day ? 


Whether he do it or no, he is holy and righteous; yet, 
IJ confeſs, I long for it. I do not tire. But the Hire- 
ling longs for his Wages. If in his adorable Wiſdom 
he try me further, Holy and Keverend is his Name: 
He is not wanting to me. I deſire only Grace to be 


faithful unto Death, until I come to the Land of Praiſes, 
to thy Gates, O Fernſalem, to give Thanks: to the 


"Nas of the Gop of Tees. a 


Then a Miniſter aſking, if hs ond nay? He an- 


ber d, « Yea, yea, pray for me.“ And after Prayer 
he ſaid, « This Night my Skin has burn'd, my Heart 
has panted, my Body has been bruiſed, and there is a 

Sore upon me, that is racking my Spirit: And yet IL 
cannot ſay, but the Loxp ſtill holds me in Health 
in the midſt of all. If he ſhould pleaſe to continue me | 

Years in this Caſe, 1 have no Reaſon to complain.” 
One ſaid, No Hypocrite is able, in ſuch a Condition, 
to cou nterfeit ſuch Language.“ He anſwered, © "Tis 
as great a Wonder to me, as to any about me. Brother, 
1 e not whether 1 Ay deſtre you to beg 1 the 
Loss 


| 
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— —— ” 
— — — — 


Loxp, with reſpect to this poor Body, to ſhorten my 
Trial, if it be his Will: The Hireling longs for his 


Mages; but I have reaſon to do it with Submiſſion. 


7 . J long for a Deliverance from the Remainders of a 


Body of Sin. But if Gov lengthen my Trouble, then 


why not! Righteous is his Name, I know not what 

Alteration may be. I confeſs, I am like a Bird on the 

Wing: And I would fain be at umanuel's Land, where 
the Free of Life is. %% 


Well, all this is Eneouragement to you, to acquaint 
yourſelves with Gop. All theſe ſoft Cloaths are like 
packcloth to me; and yet I have perfect Eaſe of Spirit, 
My Breaſt and my Stomach are drawn all together, as 


it were with Cords; and yet the Mercy of Gop keeps 
me compoſed. What is this? I could {carce have be- 
lieved, even tho' I had been told, that I could have 


kept in the right Exerciſe of my Judgement, under this 


_ Tacking Pain, Whatever come of it, this is a Demon- 
ſtration that there is a Reality in Religion; and I rejoice. 
in this, that Gov hath honoured a ſinful Worm, ſo as 
to be a Demonſtration of his Grace, My dear Friends, 


while I live, I muſt preach the Goſpel, He has given 


me a while yet here, which ought to be reckon'd preci- 
ous, and ſo long as it laſts, my Work is ſtill to com- 
mend him. The Word ſpeaks, Providence ſpeaks in 
me: Deſpiſe not the Goſpel under this new Diſcovery. 


J am a Sinner; Shame belongs to me: Worthy is the 


Lamb to receive Glory.“ 


To two Miniſters who ſtay'd with him while the reſt 
went to Church, he ſaid, „If my Head would bear it, 
I would fain hear Singing. 1 do not find any Change, 
and Gop has in ſome meature taken away my Inclination 
to limit him, as to the Hour.“ He then join'd in ſing- 
ing the latter Part of the 84th P/:/m; and after ſinging 
ſaid, „I always had a miſtun'd Voice, and which is 
Worſe, a miſtun'd Heart: But when I join the Temple 
Service above, there ſhall not be one String of the Af— 


fections out of tune.“ 
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To ſome that came from Church he ſaid, « You have 
been in the Aſſembly of Gop's People, wherein Com- 
munion with the Father and Son may be attained. 'Theſe 
_ Enjoyments are ſome of the moſt valuable to be had 
here, and the Way to the Reſt which remaineth for the 
People of Gop. O how amiable are thy Tabernacles 
even here! But how much more ſo above, where there 
is the Eagle's Eye, that can ſee the 1 2 8 even 
the * of che Loxp! F | 


Then to the Miniſters he e laid, « When this Trouble 
began, I expected no Smile from Gop. I thought if I 
could ſteal away, creeping with Terrors, to be plung'd _ 
into Eternity with a Peradventure, it was fair. But he 
hath taken me out of the miry Clay, and ſet my Feet 
vpon a Rock. I am nothing, leſs than Ys a Vile 

Sinner; but Mercy does —_— OT 


In the Night he canſed the Songs of Degree: | to be 
read, and faid, «© Theſe Pſalms are ſo call'd (ſay ſome) 
becauſe they were ſung on the Steps of the Stairs that 
led up to the Temple. And what fitter to be read to a 
poor Sinner, that aims at climbing up the Hill of Gov, 
where the great Ten of Gop wr 


g. Monday, Sept. 22. At half an os paſt t 8 he 
aſk'd what Hour it was, and ſaid, Early in the Morn- 
ing my Friends ſhould be acquainted ; for I expect this 
Cough will haſten my Deliverance. Well, well; I 
ſhall get out of the dark Cloud; within a little, I ſhall 
be in Abraham's Boſom: Yea, in his, who carries the 


Lambs in his Boſom : And I am ſure of Goodneſs and 


Mercy to follow me. O how good is he to a poor 
Worm! Let us exalt his Name together. It is the 
conſtant Employ of all above, Day and Night. They 


ſee and ſing; they have a clear Viſion. O when ſhall | 


J fee his Face, who is fairer than the Sons of Men! Vea, 
who is brighter than the Sun in his Strength!“ 
To a Miniſter he ſaid, „Could J have believed (but 
Taman Unbeliever) that T could have had this Pleaſure 
in this Condition ? Once or twice Satan was aſſaulting 
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my Faith. T waked. in a ſort of carnal Frame, and I 


thought 1 had loſt my Jewel; but now he will ſtand by 


me to the End. What ſhall I render to him? My 


Bones are riving. thro my Skin ; and yet all my ont 
are praiſing him.“ 5 


After Arogeling with a . Deflution 3 in his Throat, he 


| Cad: « This is a Meſſenger from God to haften me 


home. The other Day I would have gone away, with 


out this glorious Evidence of the Grace of Gop. But 


this 15 more for my Advantage, that I am thus tricd and 


comforted. I faid, Why are his Chariot Wheels ſo 


long a coming? But I will not ſay ſo any more. Yet a 


little While, and he that ſhall come, wil come e and will 


not yF- 


Then he ſaid, „“ If I ſhould ay t. that I would ſpeak 


no more in tae "Name of the Lord, it would be like a 


Fire within my Breaſt.” And ſome looking at him 25 


in Amaze, he ſaid, Why look ye ſtedfaſtly on me, as 
though by my Might or Power I were ſo? Not 1, but 
the Grace of GON 1 in me. 1 the A of Gov — 


ſupports me. 


To his Wife he aid; 6c Be not 5 my Dear, 


at the unavoidable Conſequences of Nature. Lis an i 


Evidence that there is but a very little Tinie more, and : 
Death will be ſwallowed up in Vi-tory: The Body 
will be ſhaken in. pieces, and yet, bleiied be God, my 


Head i is as compoſed as it was before my Sickneſs.” 


Then to ſome 1 he ſaid, « My Moiftore f is 


much exhauſted this Night, but the Dew lies all Night 
on my Branches, the Dew that waits not for Man, nor 
_ tairies for the Sons of Men. O what cannot Grace do? 
How have-I formerly repin'd at the hundredth Part of 
this Trouble! O ſtady the Power of Religion! "Tis 


the Power of Religion, and not the Name, will give 


the Comfort I find. I have Peace in the midi of Pain. 
And, O how much of that I haue had for a Time paſt! _ 
My Peace has been like a River, not a diſcompoſed i 


Thought: 
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Thought. There have been ſome little Suggeſtions, 
when my Enemies join'd in a League together, and 
made their great Afigult upon me. I had then ore 


Aſſault, and 1 was like to fall. But fince the Lozp re- 


buked them, there is not a OCEAN 5 but 
all is eaam. | 


To a Gentlewoman he ſaid, % You are come to ſee | 
your old, dying Friend; a Worder indeed, but a Won- 


der ot Merey. I am preaching ſtill, and ] would be 


content jo to do, till theſe Fleſh and Bones were walted 
to nothing. The Gop of Glory appear'd to me, and 


the frit S:icht T had of him was f lach, as won my Heart 


to him, 10 as it was never loos'd. Many Wandrings I 
have had, but I w as never myſelf, til} 1 went back to 
my Center again.“ He then rattled a little in his 


Throa-, and {aid, «This may be irkſome to you; but 
every . ellenger of Death is pleaſant to me, and J am 


only detain'd here, that 1 may tr * for th his Friſe 


a little longer.“ 


0 About Noon he ſaid, I was od thinking un the 
Pleaſant Spot of Earth I ſhall get to lie in, beſide Mr. 
Rutherford, Mr. Forriefter, and Mr. Aalen. I ſhall 
come in as the little One among them, and 1 ſhall get 
my pleaſant George in my Hand; and O, we ſhall be a 


Knot of bonny Duſt.” Then he ſaid, „It will not be 


all my ſore Bones, that will make me weary yet (as lorg 
as Gov gives me Judgment to conceive, and a 1 ongue 


to ſpeak) to e his Goſpel.“ 


55 7 ben N the utmoſt Warmth he broke out, 


ce Strange, this Body 1s ſinking into Corruption, and | 
pet my Intellectuals are ſo lively, that I cannot fay 


there is the leaſt Alteration, the leaſt Decay of Judg- 


ment or Memory. Such vigorous Actings of my Spirit 
toward Gop, and Things that are not ſeen! But not 
_ unto us; not unto us; which I muſt have ſtill on my 
Heart ſince curled Self 1 is apt o ſteal wy Gigey from 
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Some Time after he ſaid; « Good is the Will of the 


 Loxrp. Every one of theſe Throws is good; and 1 
muſt not want one of them: I muſt not fly from my 
Poſt, but ſtand as a Centinel, for this is my particular 


Work. 'This would be hard Work without CurisT: 


But 'tis ealy with him, for he is che Captain of my 


Salvation.“ 


He mention d the pain i in | his Head, * ſaid, 40 21 


a Battle there muſt be Blood and Duſt. Every Battle 
of the Warrior is with confuſed Noiſe, and Garments 
roll'd in Blood. Tis meet I ſhould be ſo hard put to 

it, that I may know to whom I owe my Strength. O 
that I were at the Throne above, that my glimmering 


Sight were taken away, that this unſteady F aith W 5 


terminate in Viſion! 5 


Then he ſaid, « If I am able, hk I cannot ſpeak, | 
I'll ſhew you a Sign of e when 1 e 


Glory?” 


To his Wife he ſaid, My Dow: be not diſcouraged, 


tho' I ſhould go away in a fainting Fit. The Loxy's | 
Way is the beſt Way. I am compoſed. 'T ho' pF: -: 
Body be vex'd, my Spirit i is untouch'd. 


One faid, « © Now you are putting your Seal to that 


Truth, that Godlineſs is great Gain. And I hope you | 
are encouraging yourſelf in the LoRD. As a Sign of 
it, helifted up his Hands and clapp'd them. And in a 
little Time, about ſeven in the Morning, he went to 
the Land, where the Weary are at a | 
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